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If your dream home doesn’t seem to 
exist, build it. 

As Louisa Thomsen Brits says in 
The Book of Hygge: The Danish Art 
of Living Well, “inside each of us are 
memories, fantasies and desires for 
home – a shelter waiting to be built, 
a place of peace to be revisited”. 
We all have a unique vision of 
what home should be; so why not 
turn that vision into reality? With 
each new community created 
in Australia, fresh lots await the 
blueprint of a brand-new house. 

Wherever you are in your decision-
making process, this New Build 
Bible aims to help you navigate 
through the many considerations 
and steps that you will encounter on 
your journey. As the market leaders 
of premium outdoor wall and 
fencing solutions, our focus is on 
the creation of your outdoor areas; 
one of the most forgotten aspects 

of new build plans and budgets, 
but one that dramatically affects a 
holistic home experience. However, 
there are invaluable tips for every 
stage of the build experience; 
from the early budget-crunching 
days, to the organisation of hectic 
trade schedules, right up until the 
finishing touches of styling choices!

This process is not one to rush or 
take lightly; each small decision 
affects the whole, each tiny detail 
adding up to form the big picture. 
So take the time to do the research, 
seek the advice, ask the questions, 
confirm the details and compare 
all the options available to you; 
however, to do all of this, we must 
first start.

You hold the key to your dream 
home; let the adventures begin!

“HOME 
WASN’T 
BUILT IN  
A DAY.”
-  Jane Sherwood Ace



BUDGETS &
PLANNING
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RENOVATIONS VS NEW BUILDS 

Q. For someone looking to 
purchase a home, what might the 
pros and cons be for renovating? 

Buying a property that needs 
renovating can mean a lower entry 
price point. But please don’t think 
it’s like the TV shows! It’s much 
harder than that. And if you don’t 
do a good quality renovation, or if 
it was done to your taste and not 
theirs, then all people see when 
they go to buy your house is a 
property that needs renovating. 

Renovating your home can be an 
effective way to increase value 
in your property, as long as you 
don’t overcapitalise. If you take 
your time and do most of the work 
yourself, then you have little  
to lose. 

A major factor in how you 
renovate is, what’s your goal from 
doing so? Is it to make your home 
a better place to live, or are you 
hoping to add value? You might 
love a kitchen with a $5,000 
stove, but it won’t add that 
amount to your home’s value; and 
if you sell in 10 or more years, all 
the buyer sees is an old stove that 
needs replacing.

Q. And what might the pros and 
cons be for undertaking a new 
build?

A pro is that you move into a 
finished property with no work to 
be done – or maybe finishing the 
garden and that’s it. 

The cons can be that you can’t 
trust all the advertising you see. If 
you’re buying in a new estate, buy 
where you trust the developer to 
deliver on their promises. Many 
new homes have been sold on the 
promise of schools and shops being 
built nearby that never materialise.  

Q. Would you ever suggest one 
over another? If so, why?

The short answer is no. It really 
depends on the home owner and 
their lifestyle, as well as their 
skillset. 

Renovating can be tough work, 
depending on the extent of the 
renovation; if you have a young 
couple with children, who both 
work, adding a renovation to the 
mix is a big ask!

Q. Do the above questions change 
if it’s for an investment property?

Totally! The thing to understand 
here is that if you’re taking on 
a renovation for profit, you are 
not investing; you are starting a 
business. Once you understand 
that, you have to ask yourself 
if you’re equipped to start 
that business. Do you have the 
business skills and expertise to be 
successful? 

My experience from interviewing 
property investors for the past 
20 years is that most fail with 
renovations. The people who make 
the most money from renovating 
are those who charge you a large 
fee to show you how to do it!

Q. How would you go about 
comparing costs between a 
renovation and a new build?

The new build price should be 
fixed, nothing extra to pay; and 
that includes site costs, this is a 
favourite way for some builders to 
get extra money from clients. 

If you’re undertaking a major 
renovation, you must be aware 
that very few come in on budget. 
Make sure you do a detailed plan; 
be conservative, be careful and 
make sure you don’t run out of 
money. 

There are many stories of 
people ripping out bathrooms 

WHO IS 
MICHAEL ?
Michael Sloan is the co-
founder and Managing 
Director of The Successful 
Investor, an independent 
property investment 
advisory firm. After 8 
years of experience at an 
award-winning mortgage 
broker, Michael launched 
The Successful Investor in 
2009, specialising in helping 
everyday Australians invest in 
property; a company which 
has now helped clients invest in 
over one billion dollars’ worth 
of property.

thesuccessfulinvestor.com.au

and kitchens and running out 
of money. The bank won’t lend 
money against a house that’s not 
inhabitable, which has left many 
people in a very poor situation.

Q. Are there any ‘hidden costs’ 
of renovating that people don’t 
expect?

Almost every time, but it’s likely 
you won’t know what they are until 
you start. Before you buy, make 
sure you have a building report 
done and make sure there are no 
major structural issues with any 
property you buy.

Q. Are there any ‘hidden costs’ of 
new builds?

There shouldn’t be, but there often 
is; you must check your building 
contract carefully to make sure 
there will be no surprises.

Q. When looking to purchase a 
new build, are there any ‘red flags’ 
or ‘golden nuggets’ to look out for? 

It amazes me how many people 
get ripped off or sign up with a 
builder who have awful online 
reviews! Do your research before 
you sign on the dotted line. Deal 
with a builder you trust and with a 
developer who will deliver on their 
promises.

with Michael Sloan

A golden nugget may appear 
if you find a block of land that 
someone needs to sell, and it’s 
already gone up in value. We find 
these for our clients all the time!

Q. What are the most common 
questions or challenges you hear 
from people undertaking new 
builds? 

Who to choose to build their 
home! No matter how much 
research you do, you can’t turn 
yourself into an expert. So, spend 
your time researching people that 
can give you help, guidance and 
advice – and listen to what they 
say to you!

Q. Are there any financial ‘insider 
tips’ you have for someone about 
to undertake a new build? 

If the land is more than three 
months from settlement, you 
can’t get a loan that will be valid 
when the block settles. So be very 
confident of your ability to get  
the loan. 

And use a broker; the bank can 
give you the best loan and the 
best rate they have, but they can’t 
give you the best loan or best rate 
from another bank. A good broker 
can look at 30 banks for you and 
recommend the most suitable.

http://thesuccessfulinvestor.com.au
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Q. When did you start taking a 
keen interest in Gen Y’s financial 
challenges?

I’ve always been interested in the 
financial challenges of Gen Y, since 
I’m Gen Y myself! The challenges 
that my clients face are challenges 
that I’ve faced myself. Whether 
that’s changing careers, building a 
business, starting a family, starting 
to invest or buying a first home, 
I’ve been there! 

Q. Do you think the public 
portrayal of Gen Y plays a factor 
in these challenges? 

There is definitely quite a bit of 
media coverage about Gen Y and 
the other generations’ perception 
of us, but I don’t think this plays a 
factor in the financial challenges 
that we face. 

The reality is that the world is a 
very different place to the world 
that Gen X and the Baby Boomers 
grew up in, so we face some very 
unique challenges. 

Q. What are some of the unique 
financial challenges that Gen Y 
face?

We are more connected than ever 
before; this is both a good and bad 
thing. Anything we’d like to know 
is at our fingertips (thanks to the 
internet), so we’re definitely not 
starved of information. 

This access to information can 
also be a bad thing! Often when 
searching for financial information, 
we can be presented with 
conflicting information. How do 
we know what to follow? What is 
going to be best for us? 

I genuinely believe that access to 
more information is not the answer 
- it’s having the discipline to 
implement some simple strategies 
and follow them through. One 
of my favourite quotes about 
this comes from a guy named 
Derek Sivers: “If more information 
was the answer, then we’d all be 
billionaires with perfect abs”. 

Gen Y needs to know how to focus 
on the end goal – not the next 
step. If we know where we want to 
go, then reverse engineering the 
path to get there becomes easy 
and we know what information 
or advice to listen to – and more 
importantly – what to ignore.

Q. How do these challenges factor 
into Gen Y’s difficulty to get into 
the property market?

This overflow of information can 
result in something that I call 
“analysis paralysis”. There are 
two symptoms to this condition 
that mostly affects Gen Y. The 
first symptom usually results in 
the following words beings used 
- “I think I’ll just learn a bit more 
about the property market”. This 
results in no action being taken 
and months, or sometimes years, 
passing without any meaningful 
progress. 

The second symptom involves 
speaking to multiple ‘experts’. This 

results in often conflicting advice, 
causing confusion and a feeling 
of not knowing which next step to 
take. Both symptoms result in the 
same thing - lots of learning new 
stuff, very little meaningful action 
or results. 

Q. Are there ways to overcome 
these challenges?

Definitely. First, you need to think 
about what your end goal is. Are 
you looking to buy a property to 
raise a family in? Are you looking 
to build an investment property 
portfolio? Are you just wanting 
to get onto the property ladder 
and turn the first property into 
an investment later? Each of 
these questions is going to result 
in different action needing to be 
taken, so it’s important that you 
start with the end in mind. 

If you’re clear on your end goal, 
then you’re also going to be able 
to identify the right property to 
focus on. This will flow down to 

the actual financial considerations 
that will eventually come into play 
– i.e. how much deposit you need, 
how your finance will work, etc. 

Q. Do you think New Builds hold 
potential for Gen Ys looking to get 
into the property market?

Most definitely. New builds can 
fit a number of strategies for Gen 
Ys looking to get into the property 
market. For example, if you intend 
to live in the property, there can be 
a grant payable to help with any 
associated costs (check with your 
relevant state, as every state is 
slightly different). This grant isn’t 
available if you buy an existing 
property, so it can be a nice little 
boost to get you into the property 
market sooner. 

Also, if you intend to use your 
first property as an investment, 
then it’s possible that you may be 
able to access more tax benefits. 
This is since depreciation is only 
claimable if you are the original 
owner of a property. 

The government changed the rules 
back in 2017 meaning that if you 
buy a second-hand investment 
property, you can no longer claim 
depreciation. 

Q. Is a New Build a wise financial 
decision, or an older ‘fixer-upper’? 
What are the financial risks/
advantages of both?

I personally never recommend a 
first-time home buyer buy an old 
‘fixer-upper’... unless they have 
a big budget and lots of time. 
The reason being is that any 
renovations almost always take 
much longer than expected and 
cost a lot more than budgeted for. 
Gen Ys are usually quite busy, so it 
can be hard and very stressful to 
see a renovation project through...
especially if it’s your first property.

A new build isn’t without its risks, 
though. It’s easy to get carried 
away with a new build and go 
over budget, so you need to keep 
tabs on what you’re spending and 
remain realistic. 

NEW BUILDS, GEN Y &  
REVERSE ENGINEERING
with Shane Black

WHO IS SHANE ?
Shane Black initially came from 
a law enforcement background, 
serving in the NSW Police Force 
as a Detective. However, his keen 
interest in investment markets 
and personal finance led to a 
pivot in career towards financial 
planning. After a few formative 
years learning the ropes, Shane 
started his own financial advice 
firm – Pearl Financial – whose 
broad client base slowly evolved 
until it exclusively focused on 
Gen Y clients.

These days, as a qualified 
financial planner and Gen 
Y wealth specialist, Shane’s 

purpose is to educate Gen Y 
on how to tackle the unique 
obstacles that they face in 
today’s challenging market; 
he specialises in cash flow 
management, debt optimisation, 
investments, wealth protection, 
investment & ownership 
structures and estate planning.

www.pearlfinancial.com.au
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Q. Do you have any helpful tips for 
a Gen Yer considering purchasing 
a New Build?  

Be careful of who advises you 
where and what to build. There are 
many professional buyers’ agents 
out there that can help you if you 
need help, but there are just as 
many people who are just looking 
to offload property any way they 
can. 

Make sure you get advice from a 
reputable professional every step 
of the way. Engage a mortgage 
broker to sort out finance early. 
Get a conveyancer to help finalise 
the legal side of things. Recruit 
a building and pest inspector to 
make sure that there are no nasty 
surprises. 

Finally, just keep your goal in mind. 
If it’s an investment, focus on the 
numbers. If it’s a place to live, 
make sure that you’re going to be 
happy living there. 

Q. Who can Gen Y go to for 
advice or support in this process?

Depending on how you’re 
approaching this process, there 
may be a number of people you’ll 
need advice from. 

•    If you’re involved in the building 
process, then obviously you’ll 
need some architect and builder 
support. If you’re buying off the 
plan, then you won’t need to 
worry about this. 

•   I do recommend that you sit 
down with a financial planner to 

help you articulate your goals. 
If you get into a meeting with a 
financial planner and they are 
pitching products to you - run. 
A professional planner should 
focus on your goals and what’s 
important to you. 

•   You’ll also need to engage a 
mortgage broker early in the 
process. Please don’t leave this 
until later, sorting out finance 
can be stressful, so get the ball 
rolling as soon as possible. 

•   Finally, you’ll need a 
conveyancer to take care of the 
legal side of the purchase. If 
you’re purchasing an investment, 
you may also want to speak with 
your accountant for tax advice.

I encourage people to find a good 
financial planner first as they will 
have likely surrounded themselves 
with quality people from the other 
professions. 

I know that I have a strong 
network of top-notch professionals 
that I work with.... and an even 
longer list of ones who I wouldn’t 
send my clients to. 

A good financial planner will have 
already vetted professionals that 
can get you the result you need. 

Q. If you had one message for Gen 
Y, what would it be?

Start with the end in mind and 
reverse engineer your path 
forward. Once you’ve identified 
that path and are confident that 
it’ll get you close to where you 
want to go, stay focused. Ignore 
distractions and don’t be afraid to 
say ‘no’ to distractions disguised as 
opportunities.

NEW BUILDS, GEN Y &  
REVERSE ENGINEERING
with Shane Black
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HOW TO BUDGET FOR YOUR NEW BUILD
with Pete Boehm

Q. Where would one begin with 
pulling together a draft budget for 
a New Build?

The starting point is to work out 
how much you can afford. And 
this is a combination of how much 
you’ve saved, and how much 
you can borrow. Remember, it’s 
no good setting your heart on a 
$700,000 new build, if you can 
only afford $500,000.

Once you’ve worked out how much 
you can spend, you then have to 
determine what your purchasing 
power will allow you to build. And 
this depends on many factors:

•   Where you’re building  
(building costs vary from state 
to state, and region to region 
and can vary due to other 
factors such as land size, slope 
and shape), 

•   How large a property you’d like 
(square meters, single or double 
story)

•   What type of design of home 
you want (materials, aesthetics, 
structure)

•   The builder you choose  
(how much they’ll charge you).

A good starting point is to do 
some research and work out what 
the average cost per square meter 
is in the location you want to build 
in, and then use this as a yardstick 
to measure building quotes you’ve 
been given. For example, if you 
wanted a 250 square meter house, 
and the applicable average cost 
was $2,500 per square meter 
(for say a home in the mid-quality 
range), then the build cost you’d 
need to budget for would be  
250 x $2,500 = $625,000.

You can use this approach to 
flex your budget up or down by 
varying the house size, or quality of 
materials used, until you come to a 
build type you like and can afford. 
It’s also a good way to compare 
your new build to existing homes 
in your area, to help ensure you’re 
building to the right standard and 
not over-capitalising.

And remember, when it comes to 
the detail of your budget, there are 
a number of key costs to consider, 
such as how much you’ll need 
to pay for the land, the quality 
of fixtures and fittings, the build 
cost, site cost and other things 
like stamp duty, conveying costs 
and finance costs (upfront and 
ongoing).

Q. What percentage of the 
budget should be allocated to the 
outdoor areas?

Unless outdoor areas are included 
in your new build contract, you’re 
going to have pay extra if you 
want to develop and add value to 
your new front and backyards. 

And it can be an expensive 
exercise! For instance, you can 
spend extra on things like: a 
swimming pool (by far the biggest 
extra expense); a spa (another big 
expense); a patio; retaining wall; 
outdoor kitchen and garden area; 
pergola, and garden landscaping 
(including design, soil and perhaps 
even a watering system). And 
garden landscaping can be 
extremely expensive depending 
on the size and location of the 
gardens, and the size and maturity 
of the plants selected.

Q. Are there any ‘hidden costs’ 
that people should be wary of?

When we talk of hidden costs, we 
talk of unplanned costs. This can 
be a particular risk for the first-

time builder, or those who haven’t 
entered into a fixed-cost build 
contract (where the risk of cost 
increases is largely borne by the 
builder).

The types of hidden costs which 
may occur include things like: 

•   Soil contamination surveys

•   Cost arising from time delays 
(e.g. inclement weather, council 
issues, supply issues)

•   Unbudgeted finance and 
conveyancing costs

•    Design changes (e.g. choosing 
more upmarket fixtures and 
fittings)

Q. Where are the common ‘blow-
out’ areas that people should look 
out for?

Major drivers of cost blow-outs 
include:

•   Contracting on a time spent 
basis rather than a fixed price, 
meaning the longer it takes, the 
more you pay

•   Making major design changes 
during the project or deciding 
on more expensive fixtures and 
fittings 

•   Poor quality quotes, which do 
not accurately reflect the true 
build cost and may result in 
errors or inaccuracies, adding 
cost and time to the build

•   Lack of planning; not spending 
enough time researching to 
ensure you have what you want 
where you want it. 

•   Choosing the wrong builder or 
tradesperson, resulting in poor 
quality work and needing to 
replace the builder during the 
project. 

WHO IS PETE ?
With more than thirty years’ 
experience in the banking 
and financial services sectors, 
Peter Boehm is a chartered 
accountant with an extensive 
knowledge and understanding 
of Australia’s consumer finance, 
home loan and property 
sectors. His experience working 
with existing and aspiring 
homeowners across Australia 
and the UK has provided Peter 
with valuable insights into the 
challenges and opportunities 
today’s homeowner face, from a 
first home buyer to a seasoned 
property investor.

Peter was the former Finance 
Editor for www.onthehouse.
com.au, a regular contributor to 
property and investment media, 
a former leading columnist 

with yahoo!7 Finance and the 
author of The Great Australian 
dream: A guide to buying 
your first home. He is widely 
quoted in the Australian press 
on all matters relating to home 
ownership, property investment 
and mortgage finance and holds 
a portfolio of directorships in 
Australia, and a Fellow of the 
Financial Services Institute of 
Australasia and the Australian 
Institute of Company Directors.

www.peterboehmbook.com.au
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1
...to fully understand all the costs and risks of a new build.

DO ENOUGH RESEARCH

4
... independent advice and support.

DO SEEK

8
...and pursue a new build you can’t afford.

DON’T SET YOUR SIGHTS TOO HIGH

THE TOP 10 DO’S & DONT’S

2
...and get a number of quotes, otherwise you might not get the best  
price or value for money for your new build.

DO SHOP AROUND

5
... to get the best finance deals, and assess the full cost of finance, including  
interest, fees & charges, and major loan conditions.

DO SHOP AROUND

9
... instead of your head, as this may lead to poor financial decisions like  
overcommitment.

DON’T BUDGET WITH YOUR HEART

3
...to assess if you’re on track or whether a blow-out is on the horizon.

DO MONITOR YOUR BUDGET

7
For instance, adding a 10% buffer to your budget is a good way to help avoid  
financial heartache down the track.

DO ALLOW FOR UNPLANNED COSTS

6
... and avoid making late design changes or overspending on fittings.

DO STICK TO YOUR BUDGET

10
Prices will change, and costings may become out of date.

DON’T TAKE TOO LONG TO DECIDE
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Q. How early should you start 
planning your outdoor area?

It’s never too early to start 
planning your outdoor area, once 
you know the layout of the house 
on the block! 

Q. When you’re planning your new 
build, when would you look at the 
outdoor area?

I recommend to anyone planning 
a new build, the site analysis for 
the outdoor area is the most 
important step in your design. 
You need to consider the way the 
garden’s exposed to the sun, for 
example. Make the most of the sun 
when you need it, or you may need 
to screen it at other times. 

Look at the landscapes in 
neighbouring yards, as you 
may want to either screen the 
landscape or, perhaps, ‘borrow’ a 
landscape so it becomes part of 
your garden. Existing vegetation 
in your garden may be retained, or 
you may want to remove it, if it’s 
past its best. 

The way your outdoor area will 
connect and flow with the home 
is so important, as are the views 
from every window inside.

Q. When should you start 
speaking to trades?

Once you have a plan on paper, 
you can start estimating materials 
or getting provisional quotes from 
trades or suppliers, i.e. paving 
companies, plant nurseries, 
landscaping yards, etc. 

This is also a good time to research 
products and materials for the 
design in mind.

Q. When do you decide the budget 
for your outdoor area?

The budget for the outdoor area 
should work out to be around 10% 
of the overall cost of the build. This 
budget should be put aside and 
not touched, even if the build goes 
over budget. 

The landscaping budget needs 
to allow for many important and 
necessary items such as siteworks, 
retaining, reticulation, paving, 
organics, plants, turf, painting, 
pergolas, pools, fencing, garden 
lighting…just to name a few!

Q. When should you start work on 
your outdoor area?

Sometimes provisions can be put 
in place early, prior to the builders 
finishing – though this is done so 
reticulation and wiring can be 
placed before concrete driveways 
and pathways are laid. 

Other items such as retaining 
or fencing, or even pools, can be 
done whilst the builder is finishing 
internals, so trades are not working 
over each other. 

Best to check with your builder 
when they will allow other trades 
to come to site. 

Q. How long should I allow for my 
outdoor area?

Most smaller gardens may 
take 2 to 3 weeks to complete. 
However, some larger gardens or 
gardens that may have a lot of 
‘hard-scaping’ such as paving, 
retaining, decking, pergolas, etc. 
may take up to 8 weeks or more to 
complete! 

Which is why it’s good to have 
a plan in mind prior to the home 
being completed; so you don’t 
have to live with a giant dustbowl 
and sandpit around your new house!

PLANNING YOUR NEW  
OUTDOOR AREA
with Ascher Smith

WHO IS  
ASCHER ?
Ascher Smith is Perth’s 
leading exterior landscape 
designer & stylist renowned 
for her contemporary coastal 
chic style and unique design 
consultations. Passionate 
about helping people uncover 
their outdoor style, Ascher is 
the go-to Exterior Stylist on 
the West Coast transforming 
ordinary gardens into spaces 
you love to be in.

Specialising in renovations 
and new builds, Ascher Smith 
works with residential and 
commercial clients offering 
expert landscape design and 
styling services that focus 
on creating spaces that are 
beautiful and genuinely  
reflect the style and lifestyle of 
her clients.

www.aschersmith.com.au
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THE BUDGET FOR THE 
OUTDOOR AREA SHOULD 
WORK OUT TO BE AROUND 
10% OF THE OVERALL COST 
OF THE BUILD. 

FR
O

N
T 

EN
TR

A
N

C
E

O
U

TD
O

O
R

 L
IV

IN
G

 
& 

D
ES

IG
N

LA
N

D
SC

A
PI

N
G

 &
 

G
A

R
D

EN
IN

G
FE

N
C

IN
G

PO
O

L 
A

R
EA

S
TR

A
D

ES
 &

 S
ER

V
IC

ES
B

U
D

G
ET

S 
& 

PL
A

N
N

IN
G

FR
O

N
T 

EN
TR

A
N

C
E

O
U

TD
O

O
R

 L
IV

IN
G

 
& 

D
ES

IG
N

LA
N

D
SC

A
PI

N
G

 &
 

G
A

R
D

EN
IN

G
FE

N
C

IN
G

PO
O

L 
A

R
EA

S
TR

A
D

ES
 &

 S
ER

V
IC

ES
B

U
D

G
ET

S 
& 

PL
A

N
N

IN
G

http://www.aschersmith.com.au


My ‘Why’:

What do I want to use this space for?
              
              
              
                       

Who will be using this space?
              
              
              
                       

What would they want to use this space for?
              
              
              
                      

What hobbies do I want to support?
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THE ULTIMATE CHECKLIST FOR  
PLANNING YOUR OUTDOOR AREA

1.What’s your Why?

with The Designory

WHO ARE THE 
DESIGNORY ?
The Designory is a multi-
disciplinary design studio with 
a talented team of designers, 
draftsman, decorators and 
building advisory consultants, 
located in the eastern suburbs 
of Sydney. Their end-to-end, 
in-house team offers a seamless 
transition from the conceptual 
beginnings of every project 
through to the building and 
interior design, documentation 
and detailing, approvals 
processing, project management, 
and the final layers of decorative 
elements and styling.

Their design philosophy is 
grounded in a strong conviction 
that great design comes from 
the inside out. Their belief in the 
human connection to the built 

environment is embedded in all 
levels of their work; it provides a 
foundation for all human activity 
and is by definition the material, 
spatial and cultural result of 
human effort that combines 
physical elements and energy 
in forms for living, working and 
recreating on a daily basis.

www.the-designory.com.au

The Australian climate has 
always lent itself to spending time 
outdoors and as a nation we are 
obsessed with the idea of indoor-
outdoor living. 

It means that we consider the 
outdoor spaces within our homes 
a critical part of how we use them 
and so we find ourselves treating it 
with as much design consideration 
as a room inside! 

But with a blank canvas and 
endless possibilities, where do  
you start?  

We’ve been working with clients 
for many years now creating 
some beautiful, well connected 
and clever outdoor zones, so 
we’ve boiled down our ideas and 
experiences into this Ultimate 
Checklist to help you tick off each 
step…in the right order!

1.  What’s your Why?

2.  Create the Wish List

3.  Get inspired

4.  Budget, budget, budget

5.  The design work

6.  Zones & levels

7.  Design plans

8.  Trades & services

9.  Green, green, greenery

10.  The home stretch

The best place to start any project 
is with the ‘Why’.  Why are you 
doing it?  What are the needs you 
are trying to fulfil?  Do you need 
more space or another living zone, 
do you want to be able to cook or 
congregate outside, do you want 
space for kids to play…the list  
goes on.  

Make sure you think about who 
will use the space, both now and 
in the future – is it just for adults, 
for children or pets, the elderly?  
And what are the things the users 
will want to do within the space?  
What are their interests, hobbies, 
and needs?  

KNOW YOUR  
WHY;  

IT WILL GUIDE  
THE WAY.
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2. Create the Wish List

The next step is to take all of 
those needs, wants and ideas 
for your new outdoor space 
and create your ultimate  
Wish List. 

Putting everything down in a 
list allows you to ensure you 
explore all of the options for 
creating your dream space 
and know you’ve thought 
through every possibility in 
the early stages. I like to use 
a spreadsheet for this – it’s a 
great way to organise your 
thoughts, sort through them 
logically and add information 
to each one as you go through 
the project.  

The next step is to spend some 
time prioritising - putting 
the Wish List in order of 

importance, with the most 
important at the top, of 
course!  Putting the list in order 
of priority will also help make 
it easier at budget time, to 
know where you can cut costs 
if needed, or spend a little 
more for those items at the 
top of the list that are really 
important to you.

When you’re creating the List, 
don’t just think about how you 
want it to look, think about 
the inclusions, about how you 
want to use your new outdoor 
space — consider things like 
types of entertainment areas, 
visibility and privacy, high vs 
low maintenance, dividing 
or screening different zones, 
connecting indoors with your 
outdoors and storage.

My Wish List:

Aesthetic wishes:
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
            
       
            
                 

Functionality wishes:
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
            
       
            
                       

Lifestyle wishes:
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
            
       
           

Top 15 wishes:
1.        
2.        
3.        
4.        
5.        
6.        
7.        
8.             
9.                           
10.        
11.        
12.        
13.        
14.        
15.                 

Top 10 priority wishes:
1.        
2.        
3.        
4.        
5.        
6.        
7.        
8.             
9.                           
10.                 

Top 5 priority wishes:
1.        
2.        
3.        
4.        
5.       
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3. Get inspired
Using your Wish List as a base, 
you can now search for inspiration! 
Collecting ideas and images of all 
the things you love is a great way 
to create the roadmap of what 
your outdoor space can become. 

Don’t forget the process of getting 
from ideas to reality may take 
some time, so make sure you make 
a note on each image about what 
you liked – the copper shower, the 
black fencing, cool cubby house, 
etc. This will help you convey your 
ideas to your trades later down  
the track.

You might find in this step you 
may end up adding to your Wish 
List - or deleting things. Whether 
you end up working with a designer 
(which we think is important, of 

course) or going it alone, pictures 
speak volumes and help keep your 
vision on track, convey your ideas 
and preferences and can help 
unlock inspiration and possibilities.

Places like Instagram, Pinterest, 
Houzz or design magazines are 
a great place to start.  We love 
scouring the pages of travel 
magazines too, for gorgeous 
resorts in far-flung locations with 
beautiful outdoor spaces – it’s a 
great way to push the imagination 
for what’s possible!

My Inspo:
  Create Pinterest boards

   Create Houzz inspo 
collections

   Create Instagram 
collections

   Create binder folder or 
scrapbook for magazine  
cut-outs

My Budget:

Maximum Budget:

    

Approx. budget for  
Top 5 priority Wish List:

    

Approx. budget for  
Top 10 priority Wish List:

    

Approx. budget for  
Top 15 priority Wish List:

    

4. Budget, budget, budget

This one can be challenging, 
but is important to think about 
early. Having an idea of how 
much you would like to spend 
over all and what your limits 
are, will help define the project 
and turn your Wish List into a 
project checklist!  

Be realistic about what things 
cost and don’t forget to add 
in all the trades, raw materials 
and other professionals you 
may need. Working with a 
good Designer or Builder at 
this stage will help you set 
achievable goals.  
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5. The design work 6. Zones & levels

Now you have your Wish 
List, inspiration and budget, 
you can get on with the 
design of your new outdoor 
space. This is a great place to 
bring in a professional, such 
as a designer or landscape 
architect. However, if the 
budget won’t permit that, 
these next steps will help you 
create a functional use of 
space that will stand the  
test of time!

My Zones:

Zone wishlist:
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
            
       
            
       
           

Zones that should be connected:
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
            
       
            
       
           

Zones that should be separated:
       
       
       
       
       
       
               

Zones that need fencing or screens:
       
       
       
       
       
       
               

Zones that need solid flooring:
       
       
       
       
       
       
                        

Break up your new outdoor area 
into zones. Think about which 
zones will need more or less space, 
if they need to be close to other 
zones or which zones, like a pool 
area or a washing line area, need 
to be fenced or screened from 
other zones. This will help you 
create a plan of where everything 
needs to be. Don’t forget, a screen 
can be anything from a solid 
structure, to plants, pots and 
furniture.

Adding levels is also another way 
to separate zones and create 
boundaries without using a 
fence or screen. It also creates 
functional solutions and can add 
interest and character. Think 
about different levels when 
planning entertainment areas, 
soft landscaping vs solid flooring 
areas, gardening and connections 
between indoor and outdoor 
spaces.
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7. Design plans

Having a plan drawn to scale 
is the map of how your new 
outdoor area will take shape. 

Having everything detailed 
on a plan is important to 
communicate the size and 
position of everything to the 
builder and trades installing 
your outdoor area – as well as 
providing a checkpoint for you. 

This is also really important 
in ensuring you get accurate 
quoting and construction 
costs.

You’ll need to take the 
measurements of the existing 
space as a start, then work 
with your ideas from there. A 
scale of 1:100 is best – if you’re 
drawing by hand, you can 
easily use graph paper for this.

My Plans:         1:100
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8. Trades & services

Hiring a reputable builder 
or landscaper is critical to 
the success of your project 
– ideally, involve them in the 
early planning stages and 
you’ll find the process is  
much smoother and you’re 
more likely to get the results 
you’re after.

Once you have the plan of 
your new outdoor space, it’s 
important to make sure you 
think about provisions for 
services, such as electrical or 
plumbing, to ensure all the 
works are integrated into 
your design. This is definitely 
something to review with the 
professionals! If you don’t 
consider this, you could end 
up needing to have cords 
and pipes retrofitted to your 
beautiful new outdoor spaces, 
or end up with drains or 
downpipes where you don’t 
want them.

Pools and spas also require 
consideration early, as it will 
inform not only what service 
infrastructure your new 
outdoor space will require, 
but also will heavily impact 
fencing, budget and – in most 
cases – will require council 
approvals, which can take 
a long time to process. It’s 
definitely best to engage the 
services of a professional pool 
builder at this point.

HOT TIP!
find expert tips on 
Trade scheduling 

on page 44.
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9. Green, green, greenery

The key element for 
transforming your outdoor 
area is of course the greenery 
element – your plants! Your 
early planning will now come in 
to play again, as the types of 
plants you select will depend 
on the scheme and style you 
are creating.  

Research the internet for what 
types of plants will help you 
create the look – and don’t 
forget to make sure you look 
at what is suitable for the area 
you live in! Climate, access 
to sunlight and soil types are 
all things that need to be 
addressed if your plants are 
going to thrive and survive!  

Your local nursery is also a 
great place to ask questions 
and speak to an expert about 
what will work for your home. Shady spaces:

              
              
                    

Partly shady spaces:
              
              
                    

Full sun spaces:
              
              
                    

     
     
     
     
          

     
     
     
     
          

     
     
     
     
          

Plants for my climate that I like:

My Garden:

My climate:
       
             

My soil type:
       
             

HOT TIP!
find expert tips 
on choosing the 
perfect garden   
on page 112.

Equatorial

Tropical

Subtropical

Dessert

Grassland

Temperate 

Major  
classification  
groups:

Organic soils

Sandy soils

Clay soils

To test, squeeze a handful 
of soil; clay will form a 
ball, organic soils will stick 
together but won’t hold 
and sandy soils form no 
shape at all.
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10. The home stretch

The absolute key to creating 
a ‘wow’ outdoor space – and 
one the whole family will want 
to use – is styling.  Styling is 
something that often gets 
forgotten or left off the list 
due to budget, but is critical 
for creating ambiance and 
character.

Treat your outdoor area just 
like an indoor space; think 
furniture, soft furnishings, 
lighting, pots and accent 
pieces. Blurring the line 
between the indoor and 
outdoor spaces will ultimately 
enhance the experience of 
living in both spaces.

When styling an outdoor zone, 
it is important to consider 
using the outdoor space all 
year round and in all seasons 
and weather.  Make sure your 
materials and fabrics can 
withstand the weather, light 
and moisture – there’s loads of 
outdoor specific products out 
there, so make sure you check 
before purchasing.

Now it’s time to pour a cup of 
tea or glass of wine, get that 
BBQ sizzling or pool filled, 
and bring your friends and 
family together to enjoy your 
beautiful new outdoor space!

My Inspo:

   Create a focal point of 
interest and then add layers 
of texture and tone to bring 
it to life. 

   Repeat materials and 
colours from the interior to 
the exterior to help blend 
the two areas.

   Consider all 4 seasons and 
types of weather.

   Make sure your materials 
and fabrics can withstand 
the weather, light and 
moisture.
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HOW AN ARCHITECT CAN HELP YOU 
WITH YOUR NEW BUILD
with Minh Le

WHO IS MINH LE?
Minh Le is the Director of Archimetrics Architects, a Melbourne-based 
architectural practice providing a thorough and considered approach 
to architecture. With 18 years of experience in the construction 
industry, Minh’s approach to service is that of assistance, helping clients 
understand what they need for their project.

Guided by principles of integrity, clarity and consistency, Minh instils 
within the professional team at Archimetrics Architects the drive 
to leave no stone unturned in achieving their client’s objectives. The 
company realises that there is great potential in every project, as well as 
great potential in every idea; through a collaborative process, they piece 
it all together, allowing the clients to visually assess the project through 
the 3D BIM model, and providing them the insight and knowledge to 
make informed decisions.

www.archimetrics.com.au

Q. Do I need an architect?

As architects, we have to be 
delicate in responding to the 
common enquiry asking us to “just 
draw it up”, because it’s possible 
that the client just doesn’t know 
exactly what an architect might 
be able to do for them, as opposed 
to a drafting service. To enquiries 
such as these, I would assess the 
project and sometimes even have 
to truthfully advise the client, “you 
don’t actually need an architect”.

At this point it’s worth clarifying; 
there are some very good drafting 
professionals in our industry, who 
produce very good designs in 
addition to the core of their work. 
However, a draftsperson’s core 
role remains; which is to draw up 
a design into technical drawings 
for the approval of relevant 
authorities. Similarly, there are 
some architects who don’t have 
enough technical knowledge to 
deal with certain projects that 
require it; rather, their focus is on 
design.

But it’s the ability to break 
a design down to the 'nuts 

and bolts' that makes all the 
difference.  Understanding how 
everything goes to together, and 
the sequence in which they go 
together, is vital to a successful 
outcome.

This is the ability that makes the 
difference when you engage an 
architect for your new build. 

Q. So, what’s the actual 
difference in service between a 
draftsperson and an architect?  

To answer this question, I’m 
reminded of a client who was 
referred to us by a plumber 
associate of ours, for a restaurant 
fit out project.

Walking onto site, he asked 
to see the plans, to which the 
project manager produced a 
computerised drawing which they 
had drawn up using Microsoft 
Excel; the plumber took one look 
and gave me a call immediately.

The general arrangement of the 
restaurant could be seen, but it 
lacked any technical dimensions 
to know what went where, 

what materials were to be used, 
or any detailed or technical 
drawings. There was also a lack 
of information in addressing the 
requirements from the Health and 
Building departments at council 
and any attempt of building any 
elements would end in disaster, as 
no one would know how big things 
needed to be.

But the point is, simply ‘just 
drawing something up’ lacks 
any consideration and respect 
to what is actually required for 
the project; energy efficiency, 
compliance of regulations, 
aesthetics, sustainability, budget, 
modular measurements, materials, 
effectiveness of orientation. 
All of these considerations 
are applicable to every single 
project, large or small. There is 
a constant focus of exploration 
and interrogation to avoid costly 
mistakes further down the line. 

In the past, there have been 
countless projects where a 
client has opted for the cheaper 
alternative of a draftsperson, only 
to come to us in a state of urgency 

to remedy the documentation 
work, so that the builder can 
actually build from them.

Q. In regard to the building 
process, what an architect can 
offer and when?   

For the new build of a house, the 
following process would apply:

1.  Schematic design

During this stage, if the client 
has an idea of what they like but 
doesn’t know if it works (or even 
if a client doesn’t know what 
they want), then the architect 
needs to be able to piece it 
all together. This will include 
taking into consideration things 
like compliance with laws and 
regulations and the client’s brief 
and requirements.

2.  Design development

An architect is then able to 
interpret any feedback from the 
client and relevant authorities to 
work out how it’s going to be built, 
in terms of structure, materials, 
etc.

3.  Contract documentation

During this phase, clear and 
concise working drawings are 
produced to create a ‘manual’ for 
the builder to build from, including 
all the minute details required. The 
architect also incorporates and 
co-ordinates all the work of other 
relevant consultants, such as the 
geo-technical engineer, structural 
engineer, civil engineer, energy 
raters, town planners and building 
surveyors.

4.  Tendering and negotiation

We produce a set of 
documentation which has all 
the necessary information for a 
prospective builder to quote from. 
They then submit their quotations 
(tenders) in order to win the 
project.

We analyse and dissect the 
tenders and negotiate on the 
client’s behalf for the best price, as 
well as clarifying what is included 
and what isn’t, before the building 
contract is signed.

5.  During construction

Once the building contract 
is signed and construction 
commences, we administer the 

contract between the client and 
the builder. As the contract is 
a combination of the written 
contract, as well as our drawings, 
we visit site at certain intervals 
to make sure the construction 
process is doing everything that 
is stipulated by the contract. If 
anything isn’t right, we inform the 
client and attain approval from 
them to get it rectified.

6.  Post-construction services

Post-build, we carry a defects 
inspection to analyse any 
mistakes during construction 
and produce a list for the builder 
to fix, before final payments are 
made by the client. Throughout 
the entire process, the architect 
is able to support and guide the 
client in navigating the laws and 
regulations around their project, 
as well as coordinating with all 
other consultants to make sure 
the project has everything that it 
needs to be successfully built and 
functional. 

In essence, architects are the 
bridge between the client, 
authorities, and every other 
consultant required for the project!
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT BUILDER  
FOR YOUR NEW BUILD
with Ben & Aaron Tass

WHO ARE BEN & AARON TASS?
Tass Construction Group are meticulous professionals. 
They offer a new-age approach to building, shaped by 
the collaboration of Directors Aaron & Ben Tass, whose 
background in the construction industry cover a unique & 
wide spectrum.

The combination of Aaron’s technical engineering & 
management, with Ben’s carpentry & building experience, 
complement each other to provide a framework for 
optimising every aspect of the construction process. 

Combining on-site diligence & attention to detail, with an 
organised approach to the construction process, yields a 
quality result and an equation they know well. Visit their website to explore their work and discover how 
they can assist you on your new home journey.

www.tasscg.com

Q. How might a client start 
looking around for the right builder 
for their New Build?

The traditional method of simply 
asking around is still one of the 
best methods. 

Family and friends who have built 
before is a good start as they will 
give you honest opinions, insights 
and reviews on their builder, which 
is invaluable. 

In this digital age, all builders 
are online and held accountable 
for their work – as a result, they 
will have online reviews and 
testimonials, which is another 
great way to qualify.

Q. What sort of things should 
people be comparing when looking 
for the right builder?  

Engaging a builder is not like 
purchasing a t-shirt; it is a long-
term relationship and one of the 
biggest monetary investments you 
will make. Are they experienced 
in the type of project you are 
undertaking? Are they up to 
date on the latest products 

and innovative construction 
methodologies? 

Emotions are high and you need 
to feel comfortable and be able to 
mesh with your builder, because 
the delivery of your product is 
a two-way street that requires 
teamwork.

Questions for 
initial interviews 
with builders:
1.    Rough estimation on time 

to complete the works, and 
are there any guarantees 
on this?

2.   Will the price be all 
inclusive, and can the 
builder foresee any 
potential variations? 

3.   Will they be provided with 
a dedicated foreman and 
supervisor? 

4.   How many other jobs will 
they be building at the 
same time, and do they 
have the capacity to  
ensure the works continue 
non-stop? 
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT BUILDER  
FOR YOUR NEW BUILD
with Ben & Aaron Tass

Builders who understand that the physical building of 
your home is only 50% of the service, and who value 
the other 50% ‘behind the scenes’ aspects. 

Builders who ensure QA onsite & offsite and have 
systems in place – that include the home-owner – to 
ensure they are provided with detail, transparency and 
contactability. 

If the builder has an online portal to view daily progress 
reports, live schedule and budget summary, then that’s 
even better.

If its sounds too good to be true, it will be. 
The number one red flag is easy. With such a large 
investment in your asset, cheap is not where you want 
to be focusing! Steer clear of any cheap quotes or 
under-quoted provisional allowances, because it will 
only cause headaches down the track.

No reviews & testimonials
If there are no online reviews, testimonials or a number 
of references to contact, there’s usually a reason.

Lack of provided documentation
The tender proposal should be thick, at least 20 odd 
pages and should clearly outline what is included and 
what isn’t.

No preferred team of subcontractors
Lastly, if the builder isn’t using the same preferred 
team of subcontractors and is planning on tendering 
out the contract works to the cheapest bidder, this 
can result in schedule delays and poor workmanship. 
Subcontractors can make up to 50%+ of the  
contract value, so should be considered as part of the 
building team.

43

well-documented and transparent 
communication, which results in 
an open and relaxed style, because 
both parties are comfortable and 
clear across the board.

Q. What should you expect from 
your builder in terms of: 

Decision-making:

With regards to decision-making, 
this depends on what the decisions 
are and whether the client wants 
guidance & suggestions. 

If you are referring to decisions on 
selections and the clients is seeking 
opinions and options, this can and 
should be provided. Alternatively, 
if the client wishes to make 
their own selections, this is fine, 
provided they are in accordance 
with relevant building codes and 
standards. 

We tend to always provide our 
thoughts regardless, without 
any pressure, in which case the 
client can either adopt or not. It 
is important, however, that clients 
adhere to the selection deadlines 
provided by their builder, as this 
can cause delays.

Budget tracking & variations:

Builders should provide continual 
budget tracking and variation 
updates, including quotes for 
additional works as requested by 
the client throughout the build.

Builders should educate their 
clients on the process of variations 
and explain the reasons why these 
are charged with a margin on  
the costs. 

Once the client understands, 
there is no reason these can’t be 
transparent.

Timelines:

A builder confident in their 
scheduling will provide you access 
to their live schedule and provide 
you with a guaranteed completion 
date.

Q. Is there anything a builder 
appreciates from their clients to 
ensure a smooth process?

1.   Trust

2.    Mutual respect and a 
teamwork approach to the 
build

3.    Prompt communication 
response times 

4.  Timely selections and decision-
making

Q. What are some common client 
mistakes that might negatively 
affect the process or relationship?

If all due diligence on a client’s 
behalf has been done to engage 
a builder that aligns with all of 
the abovementioned, then trust 
& mutual respect is crucial for a 
positive relationship. 

Building is a two-way street and 
a win/win arrangement for both 
parties involved; trying to tip the 
scales in this regard is the main 
mistake a client could make.

    
    

    
     

   G
OLDEN NUGGETS

    
    

    
     

      
       

 RED FLAGS

Q. Once you choose your 
builder, what are the common 
stages of the building process?

1.   The first step is to finalise 
your scope and costings, 
if this hasn’t already been 
undertaken.

2.    A contract will then be 
drawn up by the builder, 
which is usually a standard 
document from a building 
association, such as HIA or 
MBA.

3.    The builder will then require 
a deposit in order to secure 
a commencement date, at 
which point alternate living 
arrangements and packing 
up of belongings can be 
scheduled.

4.    The builder will continue 
to work with the client to 
finalise and firm up any 
outstanding items, such as 
selections for tapware, tiles, 
etc.

5.    Some builders have a pre-
commencement meeting 
with the clients, to run 
through what to expect 
during the build, meet the 
team assigned to your 
project and answer any of 
your queries.

6.   The process after this is 
different for each builder, 
but usually involves periodic 
meetings, as well as 
correspondence throughout  
the build.

 Q. What should the builder/client 
relationship be like, in terms of 
communication?  

Every builder will have a different 
answer. We like to have regular, 
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1.Landscape Designer / Architect
DESIGNER 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                 

Fees:        

DESIGNER 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                 

Fees:        

DESIGNER 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                 

Fees:        

Enlisting the services of a qualified and 
experienced landscape designer will lay 
the foundation for a successful outdoor 
project. 

Your landscape design professional 
will first get an understanding of your 
lifestyle and how you intend to use the 
space. Do you enjoy being in the garden 
and maintaining it in your spare time? 
Or do you prefer a low-maintenance 
garden which still looks beautiful for 
entertaining? 

Based on your consultation, your 
landscape designer will then be able 
to plan a landscape that suits your 
needs, including ordering materials, 
and advising on permits and licensing 
requirements required for landscape 
construction and associated contractors. 

By searching for customer reviews, 
photos of past work and asking for 
their qualifications, you can ensure you 
select the best business for the job when 
getting quotes from landscape designers.

WHO IS GEORGIA BUDDEN ?
Georgia is the Marketing Coordinator for service.com.au, Australia’s 
leading platform for connecting anyone looking for local trades and 
service providers, to top quality, verified, small to medium-sized service 
businesses.

From home cleaning or handyman services, to plumbers, to painters and 
more, Service.com.au can instantly match you with the best trades and 
service providers Australia wide. With seamless technology to make sure 
you are matched to the perfect tradesperson for your job, Service.com.au 
is the easiest way to find and hire local trades and service providers.

www.service.com.au

For many people, planning a new outdoor space is one of the most exciting parts of building a home. The area 
surrounding your home is extremely versatile; not only is it a place your children will grow, play and explore, but 
also a space for hosting BBQs, as well as your weekend sanctuary to kick back with a book and a coffee. 

For this reason, nailing your home’s landscape is an important task; and if you’re paying by the hour, timing is 
crucial. So, here’s our recommended checklist for efficiently hiring the right professionals for the job – at the 
right time!

MY TRADIE CHECKLIST
with Georgia Budden
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2.Hardscape Builder / Landscaper

BUILDER 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                   

Quote:                      

BUILDER 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                   

Quote:                      

BUILDER 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                   

Quote:                      

The next step in the creation 
of your outdoor area is the 
construction of the hardscape. 

This includes non-natural 
features such as patios, decking, 
pergolas, pathways, paving, 
driveways, retaining walls and 
fences. 

These components are installed 
before softscape elements, 
such as turf and plants, so the 
garden isn’t damaged during 
installation.

It's worth asking your home 
builder / carpenter if they would 
be willing to construct the 
hardscapes for you. 
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http://www.service.com.au
https://www.service.com.au/find/builders
https://www.service.com.au/find/carpenters
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3.Fencing Contractor

FENCER 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Types of fencing offered:                  

Guarentee/Product Warranty:                    

Quote:                    

FENCER 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Types of fencing offered:                  

Guarentee/Product Warranty:                    

Quote:                    

FENCER 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Types of fencing offered:                  

Guarentee/Product Warranty:                    

Quote:                    

Whether you’re after a Colorbond, timber, PVC or modular fence, 
an experienced fencing contractor will be able to install the best 
type of fence to suit your budget and needs. 

A few questions to ask them include “Do you offer a guarantee 
on your workmanship or products?” and “How many years of 
experience do you have in the industry?”, as well as the same 
selection criteria you’ve used for your other contractors.
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4.Concreter

CONCRETER 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                   

Quote:                      

CONCRETER 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                   

Quote:                      

CONCRETER 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Qualifications:                   

Quote:                      

A concreting professional will be 
able to install many key features 
of your outdoor area, including 
the driveway, garden pathways, 
retaining walls, concrete 
garden edging and slabs for 
garden sheds, outdoor rooms or 
entertaining areas.
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5.Pool Builder

BUILDER 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Type of pool suggested:                  

Installed similar swimming pools/locations?:                  

Quote:                       

BUILDER 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Type of pool suggested:                  

Installed similar swimming pools/locations?:                  

Quote:                       

BUILDER 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Type of pool suggested:                  

Installed similar swimming pools/locations?:                  

Quote:                       

If you’re seeking the added 
luxury of a swimming pool, you 
will need to hire an experienced 
pool installation business to help 
you keep your cool in Summer! 
Pool specialists can create 3D 
plans for your pool as part of 
your landscape project, including 
suggestions for suitable materials 

and finishes, and give you a quote 
before installing the pool. 

Find out if they have installed 
swimming pools in locations 
similar to yours and look at their 
past work to see if they can 
achieve your dream pool area.
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https://www.service.com.au/l/swimming-pool-construction-installation-get-quotes-today
https://www.service.com.au/l/swimming-pool-construction-installation-get-quotes-today
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6.Soft Landscaper

LANDSCAPER 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Services included:  
 Consultation   Design  Installation   Maintenance   
Quote:                      

LANDSCAPER 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Services included:  
 Consultation   Design  Installation   Maintenance   
Quote:                      

LANDSCAPER 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Services included:  
 Consultation   Design  Installation   Maintenance   
Quote:                      

Soft landscaping or “softscaping” 
refers to the management of the 
living features of the landscape, 
including planting flowers, trees 
and other plants, turfing and 
mulching. These horticultural 
features are designed to 
complement the hardscape. 
Softscaping can include 
consultation, design, installation 
and maintenance of the plants by 
a qualified landscaper. 

Your landscaper will select 
practical and creative flora 

for your particular home and 
location, and should be able to 
explain why they have chosen 
certain colours, shapes and 
textures for the space. Check 
the business’ past reviews to 
make sure previous customers 
have been adequately involved 
in the landscaping process, as 
communication is key when it 
comes to such a task!
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7.Plumber

PLUMBER 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Fully licensed and insured:                  

Quote:                       

PLUMBER 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Fully licensed and insured:                  

Quote:                       

PLUMBER 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Fully licensed and insured:                  

Quote:              

A plumber can also help with 
things like garden drainage, 
irrigation systems, rainwater 
tanks and outdoor kitchens or 
showers. 

Garden drainage will distribute 
excess water into the sewerage 
structures when the soil reaches 
maximum water retention, 
establishing the correct level 
of moisture for the plants 
to thrive. Plumbers can also 
install irrigation systems to 
automatically water the plants 
and turf, to avoid over-watering 
and save costs. 
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8.Electrician 

ELECTRICIAN 1:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Fully licensed and insured:                  

Quote:                      

ELECTRICIAN 2:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Fully licensed and insured:                           

Quote:                      

ELECTRICIAN 3:
Customer reviews:  /5 stars

Photos of past work:  /10  (personal rating)

Fully licensed and insured:           

Quote:                      

As one of the finishing touches on 
your beautiful new outdoor space, 
we highly recommend hiring a 
qualified electrician to install 
landscape and garden lighting. 

Not only is this a fantastic way 
to highlight and enjoy the most 
attractive aspects of your yard 
such as water features, pergolas, 
or trees, there are several other 
benefits to lighting installation. 
Lighting high traffic areas such 
as paths and pool areas is also 
essential for safety and improve 

security by deterring criminals 
if the exterior of your house is 
well-lit. Landscape lighting can 
also increase the value of your 
property and increase curb 
appeal.

For these reasons, hiring an 
electrician will be a key element 
to creating the perfect outdoor 
space for your new home. The 
most important question to ask 
when hiring an electrician will 
be “Are you fully licensed and 
insured?”.
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9.Stylist/Designer

STYLIST/DESIGNER 1:
Customer reviews: /5 stars

Website projects: /10  (personal rating)

Social media pics: /10  (personal rating)

Matches my style: /10  (personal rating)

Quote:                

STYLIST/DESIGNER 2:
Customer reviews: /5 stars

Website projects: /10  (personal rating)

Social media pics: /10  (personal rating)

Matches my style: /10  (personal rating)

Quote:                 

STYLIST/DESIGNER 3:
Customer reviews: /5 stars

Website projects: /10  (personal rating)

Social media pics: /10  (personal rating)

Matches my style: /10  (personal rating)

Quote:                 

Hiring the services of a stylist/
designer will be the cherry on 
top of your beautifully designed 
outdoor area. This professional 
will first provide an exterior design 
consultation where you will be able 
to tap into their expertise to create 
the perfect design concept for 
your space. 

The placement and styling of 
artwork, furniture, ornaments, 
plants and other accessories can 
then be brought to life to create 
a seamless flow between your 

interior style and your exterior 
areas. This will enhance and 
complement all of the hard work 
of the other trades involved in the 
design and creation of the exterior 
areas of your new home. 

The best way to choose the right 
stylist/designer is to view their 
website and social media such as 
Instagram and Pinterest to view 
photos of their previous projects, 
as all good designers will have 
detailed images of their best work.  

Doing the relevant research into 
the contractors you will need 
to complete your new home’s 
outdoor landscape will help 
increase the chances of your 
project being completed smoothly 
and efficiently, with the least 
amount of down time between 
trades. 

The sooner the work is completed, 
the sooner you can sit back and 
relax in your amazing new space!
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1.Local council regulations & approvals
Pool regulations to remember:                          

               

   

   

   

Application costs:   

     

   

   

Registration costs:   

   

   

   

10 EXPERT TIPS TO SAVE MONEY  
ON YOUR NEW POOL BUILD
with Eva Bowker

WHO IS EVA ?
Eva Bowker is the home improvement coordinator at Fantastic 
Handyman Australia, which is one part of Fantastic Services – a 
recognisable and much-loved Aussie brand. Fantastic Handyman 
company began operations in 2011 to become one of the most reliable 
home improvement and property maintenance service provider in the 
country. Their website covers almost everything for the well-being of your 
property, with services designed to address an extensive range of property 
maintenance aspects that a home or office may need.

Whether you require an experienced handyperson to fix and repair, a craftsman painter to decorate 
your bedrooms or a multi-skilled technician to completely renovate your bathroom or kitchen, Fantastic 
Handyman is the company to call!

www.fantastichandyman.com.au

When designing a dream backyard, you’d be hard-pressed to find a homeowner who doesn’t include a pool in 
that vision; however, it can be quite an expensive and prolonged project. In fact, the average cost of a 6x3m 
pool in Australia – including interior finishing, heating systems and maintenance systems – reaches a whopping 
$36,000!

If you’re looking to build the pool of your dreams without breaking the bank, there are some insider tips that 
might help slash that price tag.

In most areas in Australia, you’ll 
need a council permit to build a 
pool in your yard or register it with 
council once its built. 

Ensure you’re aware of all local 
council requirements and the 
costs involved, so you can factor 
that into your budget at the 
get-go, rather than having to cut 
something out of the budget down 
the track. 
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2.Size matters

How many people will use the pool?:                                

How big will the whole pool area be?:                                

How big do you want the surrounding decking area?:                              

Minimum pool size:                                

Maximum pool size:                                

Minimum pool depth:                                

Maximum pool depth:                                

Pool shape:                                

The size of the pool has the 
biggest impact on your budget. 
Do you want an intimate plunge 
pool, or will you need a bigger 
family pool for the kids to play in? 

Picking a smaller sized pool will 
save you money from labour, 
materials, machines and it’ll be 
completely finished in a shorter 
amount of time; in fact, a smaller 
pool can save you an estimated 
$10,000. Depth is also an 
important factor for your budget. 

A pool depth of 2m or less can 
be around $2,000 cheaper than 
deeper pools. 

Don’t forget, you’re not simply 
digging a hole in the ground; 
you’re building a whole pool area. 
Paving or decks, landscaping and 
fencing can also add up in the 
overall budget, as well as take up 
its own room in your yard. Plan 
and measure the whole pool area 
before getting attached to a  
pool size!
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58

3. Above-ground vs Below-ground

Above-ground pro’s  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Above-ground con’s  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Below-ground pro’s  

•

•

•

•

•

•

• 

Below-ground con’s   

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Above-ground pools are safer, 
easy to maintain and clean, and 
way cheaper than built-in pools. 
There are a lot of shapes, sizes 
and materials from which you 
can choose and have been an 
increasingly popular solution 
to leveling out sloping land and 
tiered backyards. 

Even though below-ground 
pools are the usual go-to, weigh 
up all the pros and cons of 
above- or below-ground pools 
and then decide if the aesthetic 
of a below-ground pool is really 
worth the extra dough!
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4.Location, location, location

Is your land on a slope?:                                

Soil type in the backyard?:                                

Is there a lot of rock?:                              

Are there any tall trees?:                                

Where is the most shade?:                                

What’s the soil type in the 
backyard? Is there a lot of rock? 
Do you have a lot of trees?

Examine the backyard and 
decide how much each location 
would cost you in excavation 
work, installation costs and 
ongoing maintenance. If you’re 
not confident doing this on your 
own, you can also save this task 
for when you’re choosing your 
professional pool builder and 
compare some expert opinions.

Building the pool as close as you 
can to the house may also save 
you some money in the long run. 
It can help reduce water and 
electricity expenses, while the 
house itself creates a pleasant 
shade, without the fallen  
leaves and debris that a tree 
would bring. 
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5. Building materials

Pool materials (vinyl, fiberglass, concrete):                               
 

                              

                              

Coping material:                                

                              

                              

Decking material:                               

                              

                              

Pool fence material:                                

                              

Choose building materials 
according to your budget:
•   Vinyl can be easily customised. 

Choosing vinyl will dramatically 
reduce the cost compared to 
concrete or fiberglass. However, 
you’ll need to change the linen 
regularly, which may add to the 
cost over the years. Vinyl is also 
not as durable as other building 
materials; it can be stained, 
scratched and damaged. 

•   Fiberglass is more expensive 
than vinyl, but the installation 
process is easy. It has a low 
maintenance cost and it can 
heat the water very quickly. 

On the other hand, fiberglass 
can’t be customised in different 
shapes and can be limited 
with sizes. If it’s not properly 
installed, it can also crack and 
get damaged. 

•   Concrete is very durable, can 
last way longer than both 
vinyl and fiberglass and can 
be customised to the size and 
shape you need. However, 
concrete pools are expensive, 
takes longer to install and 
requires resurfacing every 10 
years or so. You’ll also need 
to use more chemicals, as its 
porous surface is predisposed to 
algae growth. 
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6.Don’t over do it

7.Build off-season

Building your dream oasis in 
your backyard can be exciting 
and overwhelming. Hold off 
from the waterfalls, slides, 
massage jets, spas and other 
special features; these things 
can always be added later and 
if your goal is to stick to a small 
budget, you need to save them 
for another day. 

Contractors are the busiest 
during the spring, as most 
people want their pool ready 
for summer. The contractors 
have a lot of work during that 
period, so it’s possible they’ll 
charge you extra money. To save 
some money, build your pool 
during autumn; in this period, 
contractors aren’t as busy, so 
you might get a better deal. 
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8. The pool builder

   Start looking for pool builder 
quotes in Autumn 

   Ask friends or family 
members with pools in your 
area

   Compare a minimum of 3 
quotes

Talk to a couple of companies 
and compare at least three 
quotes. Get to know the previous 
work of the contractor and 
speak to the previous clients, if 
possible. Ask friends or family 
members with pools in your 
area. Basically, make sure you 
can trust the contractor before 
trusting them with that much 
money and responsibility!

When getting quotes to 
compare, make sure to ask if 
the contractor is licensed and 
insured to do the job. Ask how 
much of the whole pool area 
they can install, including the 
filtration and heating systems, 
coping, decking and fencing; if 
they won’t cover this, you’ll have 
to engage other contractors, 
which adds to the final cost. Also 
find out if they offer ongoing 
maintenance or repair services, 
just in case you need more work 
done down the track.

Before any decisions are made 
or any work begins, clearly 
explain your plan and budget 
limits with the contractor. Set 
the right expectations early and 
don’t be afraid to ask questions 
and offer your opinion during  
the process!
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After you’ve written down your plan, it’s time to set the budget. Create a detailed budget covering 
every potential cost we just went through – approvals, materials, site works, pool builder quotes, 
decking/coping, fencing, heating systems and maintenance materials. 

The next step is to avoid the biggest mistake homeowners make in budgeting; not allowing for 
surprise costs. When you’re done with the budget, add an extra 15% on top. This is to cover you if 
(or should we say, when) an unforeseen speedbump arises. Building a pool includes pretty major 
structural changes to your backyard; even if everything looks good on the surface, once they start 
digging deep, they may uncover some challenges.

9.The final budget

Council approvals:  

Site works: 

Building materials:  

Pool builder quote:  

Filter systems:  

Heating systems: 

Coping/decking:  

Fencing: 

Maintenance materials:  

Poolside furniture:  

Pool accessories:  

$  

$  

$  

$  

$  

$  

$  

$  

$  

$  

$  

Subtotal:
Extra 15%
Total:

$  
$  
$  
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10. Stick to it

65

The last tip to really save money on 
your new pool build is sticking to 
your budget! 

You’ve gone through all this trouble 
researching your project; do yourself 
a huge favor and respect your 
financial limitations. 

Don’t fall into the trap of borrowing 
from other budgets or promising 
yourself you’ll find the money 
somewhere when the time comes.
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POOL COMPLIANCE

Ensuring your pool is safe and compliant involves checking a number of factors, such as security fences, 
barriers, gates and non-climbable zones. Each state has their own regulations and ‘checklist’ to follow, so it’s 
important to know what the rules are for your exact location.

NSW
Pool safety requirements in NSW are split into four categories

ACT
The Backyard Lifeguard campaign was a pool safety initiative 
launched after an unfortunate drowning incident last year, involving a 
toddler and an unfenced pool.guarantee you’re creating a safe spac

VIC
The Victorian Building Authority has created a swimming pools, spas 
and their safety barriers checklist to advise home-owners of their 
obligations, before, during and after construction.

SA
In South Australia, since 1 April 2014, new swimming and spa pools 
must be inspected by council within 2 months of the completion of 
the permanent, approved child-safety barriers. 
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WA
The Rules for Pools and Spas document states that the strongest pool 
compliance breaches that contribute to accidental pool drownings 
includes:

•   Absence of a barrier between the residence and swimming or  
spa pool

•  Ineffective gates or doors

•  Gates and barriers not being maintained

•  Ineffective placement or design of barrier

•  Tempting objects floating in the water

NT
If you own a residential property in the NT, you may need a pool fence 
or a pool safety barrier that meets certain safety standards, if:

•   The property is less than 1.8 hectares – including houses, units, 
townhouses and caravans and mobile homes in a caravan park 

•   The property has a pool or spa including in ground, above ground, 
inflatable and portable pools and spas

QLD
Homeowners in Queensland should follow these basic guidelines:

1.   Register your pool — if you haven’t already, record your details 
online, or if you’re not sure, search the pool safety register 
database

2.       Take the online ‘Does your pool comply’ test or use the online pool 
compliance checklist.

3.     Get a pool safety certificate from a licensed pool safety inspector 
— however, only required when properties are sold or leased.TAS

The Tasmanian Government’s Consumer Affairs and Fair Trading 
website includes information on safety precautions and a list of 
councils, where you can find your specific council’s guidelines.

Fencing Swimming 
Pools Spa Pools Inflatable 

Swimming Pools

WA Pool Rules and 
Regulations

ACT Pool Safety Checklist

VIC Pool Safety Checklist

SA Pool Safety Checklist

TAS Council Pool 
Regulations

QLD Pool Registry

Does Your Pool Comply 
Test

NT Pool Safety Barrier 
Requirements
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https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6039056/pool-safety-campaign-launched-by-act-government/
https://nt.gov.au/property/swimming-pools-and-spas/fencing-and-barrier-requirements/about-pool-fencing-and-barrier-safety-standards
https://www.smarteda.qld.gov.au/pools/properties/propertySearch.action;jsessionid=3814B7053AD52765EE3556B65E93F15C
https://www.smarteda.qld.gov.au/pools/properties/propertySearch.action;jsessionid=3814B7053AD52765EE3556B65E93F15C
https://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/home-building-owners/pool-safety/does-your-pool-comply
https://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/pool-checklist/
https://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/pool-checklist/
https://www.smarteda.qld.gov.au/pools/inspectors/inspectorSearch.action
https://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/home-building-owners/pool-safety/selling-or-leasing-property-pool
https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/housing-and-property/building-and-renovating/pools-and-pool-safety/pool-fencing-requirements
https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/housing-and-property/building-and-renovating/pools-and-pool-safety
https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/housing-and-property/building-and-renovating/pools-and-pool-safety/swimming-pools-and-spas
https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/housing-and-property/building-and-renovating/pools-and-pool-safety/portable-swimming-pools
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/atoms/files/195697_web_rules_for_pools_and_spas_a4_booklet_feb_2019.pdf
https://www.planning.act.gov.au/backyardlifeguard/pool-safety-checklist
https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/consumers/safety-guides/swimming-pools
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/planning-and-property/owning-a-property/pool-and-spa-safety
https://www.cbos.tas.gov.au/topics/products-services/safety/pool-safety-barriers
https://www.smarteda.qld.gov.au/pools/properties/propertySearch.action;jsessionid=3814B7053AD52765EE3556B65E93F15C
https://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/pool-checklist/
https://nt.gov.au/property/swimming-pools-and-spas/fencing-and-barrier-requirements/pool-barrier-certification-for-properties-1.8-hectares-or-larger
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TRANSFORM YOUR OUTDOOR POOL 
AREA INTO A MAGICAL OASIS

Don’t veto the 
gazebo
Outdoor gazebos are a classic 
pool area addition, reaching far 
beyond the traditional Bali hut. 
The covered space provides a 
peaceful reprise from the sun’s 
rays, whilst enabling you to relax 
in close proximity to your tranquil 
pool setting. For a gentle touch 
and to soften the space, consider 
adding curtains or large cushions 
for a comfortable, homey touch.

Add in a table setting and outdoor 
lighting to create an outdoor 
dining area to entertain guests! 
There’s surely no space more 
perfect than the gazebo to kick 
back, relax and enjoy a refreshing, 
summer-inspired cocktail.

Throw some shade
Sun umbrellas and parasols are 
generally poised on land, but why 
not create some shade in the 
water? Consider installing a pool 
umbrella that reaches over part 
of the pool; that way, you can 

enjoy perching in the water whilst 
avoiding unpleasant sunburn. 
They’re also perfect for those 
temperamental sun showers that 
frequent our Aussie summers!

Spas ‘n’ bars
Bring the fun of resort life into 
your home with a swim-up bar or 
seating area in your pool. Better 
yet, pop a cooler box or low bar by 
the adjoined spa; there’s nothing 
better than some bubbles amongst 
the bubbles! Perfect for the avid 
entertainer and, if heated, can be 
enjoyed day or night.

Chasing waterfalls
Bring a touch of the tranquil 
wilderness to your pool area with a 
waterfall feature. The meditative 
atmosphere created by a water 
feature allows you to unwind, relax 
and seek peaceful reprise from the 
daily grind. 

Serving as a key structural 
element in the garden, waterfalls 
also create a focal point amidst a 
sprawling array of lush greenery.

Build a bridge
‘When you’re weary, feeling 
small…build your own bridge over 
troubled water.’

Sure to lift your spirits, swimming 
pool bridges will revamp the space 
and bring an element of creativity 
and charm to your private abode.

Depending on aesthetic 
preference, homeowners can opt 
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for a classic arched bridge, or a 
more contemporary choice. Don’t 
be afraid to explore the more 
modern designs, such as a flat 
concrete slab or series of wooden 
panels. A bridge at the deep end 
of your pool also provides an 
alternative platform from which 
to dive into the water, creating fun 
for kids and adults alike.

Slip ‘n’ slide
With the installation of a pool slide 
in the backyard, kids will forget 
the existence of technology for 
hours at a time. Instead, they’ll 
spend their days splashing in the 
swimming pool, creating lasting 
memories in the great outdoors. 
Who needs iPhones when 
spectacular wet n’ wild fun is on 
offer right in the backyard?

Whether you’re trying to create 
a water park, an entertaining 
space or a tranquil, private lagoon, 
choosing the perfect finishing 
touches will ensure a space that 
you adore. Your personalised 
outdoor pool area will enhance 
your outdoor lifestyle and delight 
guests with the creativity and care 
of your customised oasis.

Redeeming feature 
wall
For the perfect pool aesthetic, 
consider the backdrop upon 
which it is set against. Designing 
a statement feature wall can add 
style and connect the indoor and 
outdoor aesthetic. Make use of 
designer features such as tiles, 
garden beds, texture renders, 
mosaics, screens, wall art and 
lighting for a stunning finish.

Take a load off
Weatherproof outdoor furniture 
has flourished with the invention 
of durable yet stylish upholstery 
fabrics. Swap the plastic deck 
chairs for comfy lounges or 
padded sunbeds for your lazy 
Sundays! Think outside the box; 
crochet hammocks add bohemian 
flair, triangle pillow mats store 
easily and four-poster outdoor 
beds are perfect for those with a 
glamorous side.

Light it up
Cost-effective with significant 
effect, lighting can transform your 
pool area into an enchanting and 
wondrous space.

Experiment with different options 
for the effect that most suits you 
and your lifestyle:

•   Drape strings of fairy lights in 
rows across the pool to create 
magical starry reflections on the 
water’s surface

•   Underwater lights create clouds 
of mesmerising colour in your 
pool, creating an exquisite 
sight and a magical swimming 
experience at night

•   Boundary lights offer warm 
mood lighting for intimate 
evenings under the night sky
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https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/pool-walls/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/water-feature-ideas-outdoor-area/
https://modularwalls.com.au/gallery/
https://modularwalls.com.au/gallery/
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/feature-walls/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/10-diy-outdoor-wall-art-projects/
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/pool-walls/
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SHIPPING CONTAINER POOLS

Cantilevered 
swimming pool
The most stunning pool 
application we’ve seen using 
shipping containers is the 
cantilevered pool. Also known 
as a hanging pool, they often 
jut out from a higher storey of a 
building, offering a walk-up entry 
and leading to a sheer drop at 
the other end. Perfect for split 
level homes on steep or sloping 
blocks, these pool designs offer a 
dramatic ‘infinity edge’ experience 
to your pool.

Inground pool
Container pools can also be 
installed at ground level to achieve 
a traditional swimming pool 
aesthetic. With this design, just 
remember that whatever costs 
you may be saving with a shipping 
container design, may be spent on 
the inground installation!

Above-ground pool
Another popular shipping 
container pool design is the 
standard above-ground pool. 
Decide if your container will be 
clad, tiled, decked or connected 
at all to the house, ensuring that 
all local compliances are also met. 
Remember, the more ‘industrial’ 
you leave it, the cheaper it’ll be!

Customised decking 
and pool linings
If you’ve got the extra money, 
this is where you can really create 
some shape with your pool. With 
your decking, you can build 
an entire pool area with steps, 
seating, lounge areas, umbrellas 
or shade structures. Pool linings 
can also include additional pool 
features, from seats, to tanning 
ledges, to swim up bars! For a truly 
holistic swimming experience, you 
can even section one end off for a 
hot tub.

Viewing window
Glass edge pools offer a unique 
peek into the world of underwater 
play; so why not incorporate this 
feature into your above ground 
pool? Some companies supply 
custom shipping container pools 
with a glass viewing window 
already built in!

Approvals & 
engineering
Brainstorming your new pool 
design is incredibly fun, but don’t 
forget to check in with council 
and a qualified engineer to ensure 
your pool is safe and compliant! 
Obtain approvals and specific 
engineering to ensure it’s water 
tight, strong enough and has the 
right foundations, before any 
actual purchases.
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https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/sloping-block-landscape-solutions/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/sloping-block-landscape-solutions/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/pool-safety-and-compliance/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/pool-safety-and-compliance/
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/pool-walls/
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SALT? CHLORINE? OR...MAGNESIUM?

In the quest for wellness, home 
design trends this year have 
focused intently on creating 
a healthy, calming, nourishing 
environment. The next big thing? 
Magnesium pools!

What is a magnesium 
pool?
Also known as mineral pools, 
magnesium pools are swimming 
pools that have added minerals in 
the pool water. Of all the minerals 
that may be included, the star 
of the show here is magnesium 
chloride.

Magnesium chloride is a 
naturally occurring compound 
of magnesium (a mineral) and 
chloride (an electrolyte), found 
in seawater and brine. This very 
special compound can also be 
absorbed through the skin, and 
is said to offer a range of health 
benefits, which we’ll go into below.

Magnesium pools are said to 
have a bunch of benefits over 
traditional salt or chlorine pools. 
Not only does the magnesium 
offer health benefits, but mineral 
or magnesium pools also claim 
to offer a superior swimming 
experience. The water is said to 
have a silky smooth feel, and is 
gentler for the skin and eyes -- 
particularly beneficial for people 
with skin ailments, like psoriasis or 
eczema.

So why is magnesium 
chloride good for 
you?
Magnesium is said to offer a 
huge list of health benefits, from 
relaxing nerves and muscles, to 
detoxifying, to reducing stress, 
anxiety and depression, to 
improving sleep. However, taking it 
orally can upset the stomach quite 
easily, so absorbing it through 

the skin via magnesium chloride 
products has become an alternate 
method, especially in naturopathy.

But, as with any naturopathic 
practices, although there are 
studies that support this theory, 
there is little science that 100% 
proves these claims. Having said 
that, for those who do believe in 
the health benefits of Epsom salt 
baths or essential oil treatments, 
magnesium pools are a perfect 
addition to your backyard.

Is magnesium 
chloride the same as 
Epsom salts?
Epsom salts contain magnesium 
sulfates, and is said to work in 
roughly the same way. However, 
there are studies that suggest 
that magnesium chloride has 
slightly more magnesium available 
to absorb, and that magnesium 
sulfates are more easily excreted.

Can I convert my 
existing pool to a 
magnesium pool?
It is definitely possible to 
covert your swimming pool to 
a magnesium or mineral pool 
system, but you’ll need to check 
a couple of things to ensure a 
smooth transition.

It’s recommended to perform a 
full water analysis first, so that 
you can calculate the conversion 
safely. You may also need to check 
that the type of filter you have is 
compatible with the magnesium 
or mineral system you’re switching 
to. The more you research and 
prepare -- which may include 
talking to a pool care specialist -- 
the more successful the transition 
will be.
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https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/home-design-trends-2018/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/home-design-trends-2018/
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/10-proven-magnesium-benefits#section11
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HOW TO PLAN YOUR FENCING

Step 1: 
Check your local council 
requirements
Before you get too excited with 
your grand designs, save yourself 
time and hassle by first confirming 
what you’re allowed to have!

Most councils impose restrictions 
on construction in homes and 
backyards – particularly wall and 
fencing structures. Your local 
council will have its own set of 
rules and regulations regarding 
things like residential height, 
style, materials, positioning, and 
whether or not you need to give 
notification that you are building a 
new structure.

Step 2: 
What exactly do you  
need it for?
The first thing to consider is why 
you’ve decided to begin this 
project in the first place. Your 
primary reason for building the 
wall or fence will determine many 
aspects of the planning process to 
follow, so it’s important to narrow 
down your focus and understand 
what you’re looking for.

Step 3: 
Think about height, style  
and materials
Once you’ve clarified why you 
want to build it, it’s time to decide 
on more physical factors. Initial 
ideas about the height and style 
of your wall or fence, as well as 
the materials it will be constructed 
from, will usually be determined by 
its purpose:

Safety, security and privacy
•   Tall and robust, to screen your 

home, provide privacy and deter 
trespassing. 

•   Stick to sturdy materials, such 
as brick or modular walls, for this 
type of structure.

Boundary
•   Tall enough to give you the 

required privacy for your outdoor 
space and lifestyle.

•   Materials include metal, vinyl, 
timber, brick or modular walls.

•   If it’s a shared dividing fence, the 
final choice will usually depend 
on how much each party can 
spend and what matches the 
architectural aesthetic of both 
homes.

Enclosures
•   Enclosure fences, such as pool 

boundaries, must usually meet 
minimum height regulations as 
stated by local council. 

•   Material choice usually depends 
on the privacy needed for 
the enclosed area, as well as 
aesthetic enhancement, as long 
as your preferred materials are 
council approved.

Decorative
•   Usually not as tall – some may 

even be as low as knee-height, 
unless you’re looking for a grand 
statement feature wall. 

•   Often ornamental in style and 
can make use of a mixture of 
materials and textures. 

•   Consider materials and designs 
that are innovative and reflect 
your personal style. 

Additional performance 
requirements
Also list any other specifying 
factors you might need, such as:
•   Retaining capabilities for garden 

beds or sloping/stepped blocks
•   Are you positioned by a busy 

highway or noisy playground 
and looking for sound reduction 
qualities?

•   Environmental concerns or harsh 
climates, such as bushfire or high 
wind regions 
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•   Site access issues – narrow/
steep driveways or close 
proximity to pools/steep drops

•   Front wall accessories, such as 
letterboxes, gates, doorbells or 
intercom systems

Additional aesthetic requirements
Finally, have a think about 
the more decorative aspects 
of the design. Do you want to 
incorporate lights, or infills, such as 
slats or laser-cut screens? Do you 
want to grow things against it, or 
hang things off it? 

Think about how you can frame 
your new outdoor space and 
provide the perfect canvas for your 
new garden and outdoor lifestyle.

Step 4: 
Set a budget
All of the above factors will 
have an impact on your budget 
considerations. Obviously, the 
bigger the structure and the more 
expensive the materials used, the 
higher your budget will need to be. 

Check out a few different suppliers 
to get an idea of material costs 
and remember to ask for a 
breakdown of labour costs when 
comparing fencing contractor 
quotes.

Step 5: 
Notify your neighbours
When you’ve made all your 
decisions, you still have to run it 
past one more party; your trusty 
neighbours.

For shared dividing fences, there 
is a higher level of negotiation 
required; you may have to be 
flexible to reach common ground 
or offer to pay extra for the 
features your heart is set on. 
If your neighbours refuse your 
designs, always remember that 
you can install your new fence 
in front of existing boundaries; 
however, this means that you’ll 
cover the entire cost. 

Even if you think it won’t impact 
your neighbours or their property, 
it’s common courtesy to let 
them know if you’re planning to 
construct a new wall or fence.

Step 6: 
Draw up a plan
Once you’ve done all this, you’re 
ready to get plans down on paper! 
To help your contractor provide an 
accurate quote for your fencing 
project, we recommend drawing 
up some basic plans.

Don’t worry – you don’t have to 
be an expert in architecture or 

construction to do this! Your plan 
doesn’t have to be highly detailed 
or 100% accurate; you just want 
to get the basic elements down on 
paper. Here’s a breakdown of what 
to do.

Step 7: 
Get in touch with fencing 
contractors
Once you have your plans in 
place, it’s time to get in touch 
with an expert who can provide 
a quote. Remember to compare 
quotes from different installers 
and companies. Have a look into 
the kind of work they do and 
familiarise yourself with their style, 
reputation and budget bracket. 

Once you’ve gotten a few quotes 
and you are deciding on which 
installer to use, try to consider a 
variety of factors – the cheapest 
quote may not be the best quality, 
the most expensive may not be 
best value and your preferred 
product may not be what you end 
up falling in love with! 

Look at the quality and durability 
of the materials, as well as the 
reputation and feedback of the 
installer, and compare these 
factors to make a balanced and 
informed decision.
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https://modularwalls.com.au/resources/installation-finishing-guides/
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I’m looking for:  

   Safety/security

   Privacy

   Boundary fence

   Pool boundary

   Decorative front fence or feature wall

Local council requirements:                                

                              

                              

                              

Preferred height:                               

Lineal metres needed:  

Front:                              

Side boundaries:                              

Rear boundaries:                              

Total:                              

Preferred material/s:                                

                              

                              

                              

Additional performance requirements:                                

                              

                              

                             

Additional aesthetic requirements:                                

                              

                              

                              

Budget:

Between  and   

MY FENCING PLAN
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I’m looking for:  

   1.     Mark dimensions in millimetres 

   2.  If there will be a change in height in any area of the fence, start a new measurement

   3.  Leave openings where gates may be required and 

   4.  Highlight things that may pose a hazard, such as trees, concrete slabs, etc

   5.  Mark down any additional requirements (retaining, slats, lights, etc)

   6.  Note down any slopes or steps in ground level
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Good fences make good 
neighbours...but what if 
you and your neighbours 
can’t even agree on a good 
fence? To take the stress, 
confusion and awkwardness 
out of neighbourhood fencing 
disputes, we’ve created this 

comprehensive list of all the 
Dividing Fences Acts for every 
state and territory in Australia.

Fencing regulations differ from 
state to state, and sometimes 
even within local councils; so 
when in doubt, check it out! 

NSW Dividing Fences Act 1991
In NSW, the Dividing Fences Act 1991 is the go-to document for settling any issues regarding shared 
fences. The Act states that neighbours are required to contribute equally to the costs of constructing, 
replacing, repairing or maintaining a shared dividing fence.

If you and your neighbour discuss the work and come to an 
agreement, it’s recommended that the terms of the agreement are 
put in writing and signed before work commences. However, if both 
parties can’t come to an agreement, conflict resolution applications 
can be made at a Community Justice Centre, the local court, or the 
NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal.

ACT Common Boundaries Act 1981
The Common Boundaries Act 1981 contains all the ACT’s 
fencing rules and regulations. ACT legislation states that private 
property owners sharing side or rear fences must be responsible for 
contributing equally to the fence’s cost and maintenance. It’s further stated that the definition of a 
‘basic urban fence’ is a hardwood paling construction standing 1.5m high; other fence types must be 
discussed and agreed upon between neighbours.

If neighbours cannot agree on arrangements, an application can be made to the Small Claims Court, or 
the Conflict Resolution Service can be contacted.

VIC Fences Amendment Act 2014
The Fences Amendment Act 2014 is the most up-to-date reference 
for Victorian fencing legislation. It highlights that costs are to be 
shared equally between neighbours. It also lays out processes to follow 
when it comes to building and repairing dividing fences; additionally, it 
states that alternative agreements may be met between neighbours 
before works commence.

In Victoria, agreements made outside the Fences Act are subject 
to contract law, but there are avenues available for solving disputes 
according to the Act. These include contacting the Dispute Settlement 
of Victoria or proceeding with an action in the Magistrates’ Court  
of Victoria.

DIVIDING FENCES ACTS FOR  
EVERY STATE IN AUSTRALIA 

81

QLD Dividing Fences and Trees Act 2011
The Neighbourhood Disputes (Dividing Fences and Trees) Act 2011 are the 
same regarding shared ownership of dividing fences, and equal contribution 
by both neighbours to fence building, repairs and replacement.

Fencing disputes that cannot be resolved between neighbours can be referred 
to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal. These disputes are 
divided into two categories; disagreements about the dividing fence itself, 
and debt recovery for fencing work based on an agreed amount. You can 
check out the Queensland government’s step-by-step guide to resolving fence 
disputes here.

SA Fences Act 1975
In SA, the Fences Act 1975 regulates all procedures regarding fencing. 
Joint ownership of dividing fences is the norm, regardless of whether the 
fence is located directly on the property’s boundary line. SA legislation 
states that there is no obligation for a neighbour to contribute to the costs 
of building, repairing or maintaining a fence unless they have agreed to and/
or suitable notice has been given.

Unresolvable disputes can be addressed by contacting Community 
Mediation Services, and if the issue is still unresolved, the matter can be 
taken to the Magistrates Court.

NT Fences Act
The Northern Territory Fences Act sets out the rules about fencing for NT 
residents. A sufficient fence between adjoining properties is the responsibility of 
both parties, provided that the common boundary is specified, notice is given, 
and an agreement is reached.

For isputes, The NT government encourages residents to utilise The NT 
Community Justice Centre, which is able to assist in mediating the conflict-
resolution path.

WA Dividing Fences Act 1961
In WA, the Dividing Fences Act 1961 is combined with local government rules 
to regulate dividing fence construction and maintenance. 

Processes are outlined in the Act for determining common boundaries, 
notifying each other of proposed works, sharing costs equally, and dealing with 
disputes.

If an agreement cannot be reached, a resident can make an application to the 
Magistrates Court to resolve the issue.

TAS Boundary Fences Act 1908
The Boundary Fences Act 1908 still stands as the primary legislation concerning 
fencing in Tasmania. In order for neighbours to contribute equally to boundary 
fence costs, notice must be served or an oral or written agreement made between 
the neighbours. Arbitration or mediation measures must be taken when an informal 
agreement cannot be reached regarding fencing; residents are advised to contact 
the Tasmanian Legal Aid Telephone Advice Service for guidance in these situations.
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https://legalanswers.sl.nsw.gov.au/neighbours-and-law/dividing-fences
https://www.ncat.nsw.gov.au
https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/answers/detail/a_id/1370/session/L2F2LzEvdGltZS8xNDg3NzE1OTIzL3NpZC9mVWdHZEp6TF9NS0k1R2E5aGNPMzVqbUR0SEJrMjZVOHJHWmhZVm53SUs0UzdMWDJsRGVDQnh0dDROWmpYYXh6NzZac2FOSTBkTDZQVjRMNUNLSjRvTkJOTnVockdLVUlWalpiN1Y2ZWolN0VFUUVQTFBlT3ppT0hWQSUyMSUyMQ%3D%3D
https://www.acat.act.gov.au/case-types/civil-disputes
https://crs.org.au
https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/home/justice+system/laws+and+regulation/civil+law/fencing+law+in+victoria
https://www.disputes.vic.gov.au/
https://www.disputes.vic.gov.au/
https://www.mcv.vic.gov.au
https://www.mcv.vic.gov.au
https://www.qld.gov.au/law/housing-and-neighbours/disputes-about-fences-trees-and-buildings/avoiding-fence-tree-and-building-disputes/avoiding-disputes-about-fences
https://www.qld.gov.au/law/housing-and-neighbours/disputes-about-fences-trees-and-buildings/resolving-tree-and-fence-disputes/step-by-step-guide-to-resolving-tree-and-fence-disputes
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/planning-and-property/owning-a-property/fencing-boundary-and-encroachment-disputes
https://lawhandbook.sa.gov.au/ch27s11s01.php
https://lawhandbook.sa.gov.au/ch27s11s01.php
http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/OurCourts/MagistratesCourt/Pages/Civil-Jurisdiction.aspx
https://nt.gov.au/property/homeowners-and-landlords/fences-and-boundary-lines/fencing-and-boundary-disputes
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_272_homepage.html
https://www.magistratescourt.wa.gov.au/D/dividing_fences.aspx?uid=2928-6410-3617-2807
http://www.legalaid.tas.gov.au/factsheets/boundary-fences-fact-sheet/
https://www.legalaid.tas.gov.au/referral-list/categories/legal-advice-services-telephone
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10 DIFFERENT TYPES OF FENCING

PROS:
  Cost-effective
  DIY-friendly 
  Quick install

PROS:
  Premium aesthetics
  Proven noise reduction
  Heightened security
  More affordable than brick
  Rapid install
  DIY friendly

CONS:
   Zero noise reduction qualities
    Susceptible to damage, such 

as dents and rust 
  Lower aesthetic value
    Not suitable for corrosive, 

coastal environments or high 
wind regions

CONS:
    Not as cheap as timber or 

metal
   Need 2 people for DIY install  

Timber fencing

Brick walls

PVC fencing

Metal fences

Modular walls & fencing

PROS:
  Cost-effective
  Fairly DIY-friendly 
  Quick install

CONS:
   Low durability - suspceptible 

to rot and termites
   Ages quickly
    Requries ongoing maintenance
   Little to no acoustic properties
   Not suitable for bushfire zones

PROS:
  Grand appeareance
  Heightened security 
  Strong noise reduction

CONS:
   High cost
    Slow installation requiring 

specialist trades
    Can crack due to ground 

movement

PROS:
   More durable than timber or 

metal fencing
   Classic white picket fence 

aesthetic
   Less maintenance than wood
   Easy installation

CONS:
   More expensive than timber
   Must buy premium for 

durability; cheaper brands will 
become brittle and crack far 
quicker.

   Susceptible to mould and 
mildew

83

PROS:
  Modern, lineal aesthetic
  Can be metal or timber

CONS:
   Can be expensive
   Decreased privacy
  Little to no noise reduction

Slat fences

PROS:
  Sleek, elegant aesthetic
   Perfect for pool areas, scenic 

overlooks or bush surrounds 

CONS:
   Expensive
   May feel risky around pets or  

children 
  Needs regular cleaning
    No privacy

Glass fencing

PROS:
  Durable
  Low maintenance
  Cost-effective

CONS:
  Reduced privacy and security
   No acoustic properties
   Cheaper aesthetic

Aluminium fences

PROS:
   Popular choice for rural 

properties and farm 
homesteads

  Cost-effective 
  DIY-friendly
  Easy to repair or replace

CONS:
  No privacy or security
   No noise reduction
    Not suitable for pets or 

children
   Cheap aesthetic

Chain link or wire fences

PROS:
  Visually striking
   Can offer heightened security 

measures 

CONS:
   Expensive; as such, usually 

used as decorative element 
only

   Regular maintenance required

Wrought iron fencing
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HOW MUCH WILL MY FENCING COST?

How much does a 
DIY fence cost?
If cost is your main concern, you 
might want to consider installed 
the fence yourself — it can be 
surprisingly simple and satisfying 
to install yourself. (If you already 
know that DIY is definitely not for 
you, you can skip to professional 
installation costs here.)

The DIY install option of each 
fencing type offers different 
cost reductions. For instance, 
after buying all the separate 
components of Colorbond 
fencing at retail prices, a DIY 
installation can still add up to 
around $60 per lineal metre — 
and that’s before any extras, like 
lattices or gates — which means 
you might only be saving around 
$10-20 per metre. However, for 
ModularWalls fencing, you could 
be saving almost half of the costs 
by installing it yourself!

Some fences are structured 
around basic post and rail 
systems, and are really easy to 
knock together, include timber, 
Colorbond, aluminium and 
modular fencing. However, others 
demand a very high skill level or 
equipment, and may not be very 
suitable to DIY. Brick fences, 
for instance, require very strict 
attention to detail and offers a 
very tiny margin of error — even a 
slightly uneven wall can be visually 
unappealing and threaten the 
structural integrity.

DIY fence cost 
comparisons per 
lineal metre
As a general comparison for a 
basic run of fencing, here is a quick 
cost comparison for price per 
linear metre, at 1.8m high. Keep in 
mind that these estimates are only 
indicative, and might not include 
freight, GST, extra fixing materials 
(concrete, screws, tool hire, etc) or 
local market fluctuations:

•   $50 — $120 for timber fences 
(treated pine being the least 
expensive wood option)

•   $60 — $70 for Colorbond fences

•   $131 for SlimWall modular 
fencing

•   $178 for a VogueWall modular 
wall

•   $242 for an EstateWall modular 
wall

You can also use these handy 
online calculators to work out 
rough pricing for your specific DIY 
fencing project:

•  Timber fence calculator

•  Colorbond fence calculator

•   Modular fencing calculator and 
instant quote estimate

•   Brick wall calculator (note: 
you’ll need to calculate the 
additional concrete footing costs 
elsewhere)
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https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/how-much-fencing-costs/#prof
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/how-much-fencing-costs/#prof
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/voguewall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/voguewall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/estatewall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/estatewall/
https://www.fencingfactory.com.au/products/timber-fencing-calculator
https://fencing.net.au/
https://modularwalls.com.au/contact-us-today/quickquote/
https://modularwalls.com.au/contact-us-today/quickquote/
https://www.pghbricks.com.au/product-info/brick-calculator


86

HOW MUCH WILL MY FENCING COST?

term purchase. Comparing cost 
alone may compromise the long-
term value of what you’re actually 
getting.

Questions you need to ask include:

•    How long will this last?
     If the fence lacks durability or 

ages quickly, you could find 
yourself replacing the fence 
more often.

•   How much maintenance is 
required? 

      If you need to regularly repaint 
or treat your fence, this will incur 
ongoing costs that can really 
add up.

•   Will this boost my property 
value?

     Property is one of the most 
common investments and 
should be treated as such; each 
element should work to boost 
your home’s overall value.

How much does it 
cost to put a fence up 
professionally?
Not all of us have the time, ability 
or interest in putting up our own 
fence. According to hipages*, this 
is a general guide for professionally 
installed fencing costs per lineal 
metre:

•   $65 — $100 for Colorbond 
fencing

•   $75 — $120 for treated pine 
paling fence

•   $80 — $125 for hardwood 
fencing

•   $280 — $350 for a treated pine 
slat fence

•   $550 — $800 for a brick wall

•   $600 — $1000 for a frameless 
glass fence

•   $750 — $1000 for a rendered 
brick and steel fence

•   $800 — $1200 for a sandstone 
and timber fence

*Costs and prices stated in this 
hipages article are indicative only, 
vary locally and are subject to 
market forces.

As a comparison, this is where 
ModularWalls fencing slots into 
the pricing ladder:

•   $65 — $100 for Colorbond 
fencing

•   $75 — $120 for treated pine 
paling fence

•   $80 — $125 for hardwood 
fencing

•   $191+GST for SlimWall 
modular fencing

•   $280+GST for a VogueWall 
modular wall

•   $280 — $350 for a treated pine 
slat fence

•   $358+GST for an EstateWall 

modular wall

•   $550 — $800 for a brick wall

•   $600 — $1000 for a frameless 
glass fence

•   $750 — $1000 for a rendered 
brick and steel fence

•   $800 — $1200 for a sandstone 
and timber fence

How much extra does 
it cost?
Manual gates can cost anywhere 
between $60 — $4300, 
depending on material choice and 
design. For a motorised driveway 
gate, the price jumps to around 
$1500 and keeps climbing the 
fancier you get.

What are the ‘hidden 
costs’ of fencing?
There are a few extra factors that 
may apply to your fencing project. 
These ‘hidden costs’ could include:

•  Concrete

•  Removal of old fence

•  Retaining

•   Special tool or machinery hire 
(for DIY fences)

•  Painting or rendering

•  Footings for brick walls

•   Difficult sites (sloping blocks, 
restricted access, ground 
conditions)

•   Environmental zoning conditions 
(specific materials needed for 
bush fire or cyclonic regions)

•  Council approval fees or permits

Cost vs Value
This article has focused a lot on 
pricing; but when undertaking any 
home improvement project, each 
decision should be treated as an 
investment, rather than a short-
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https://hipages.com.au/article/what_is_the_cost_of_a_brick_fence
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/modular-fencing/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/voguewall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/products/voguewall/
http://EstateWall modular wall 
http://EstateWall modular wall 
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/a-complete-guide-to-fencing/
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Why true privacy 
screens should 
include acoustic 
privacy
Modern homes have become our 
sanctuaries; carefully crafted 
oases that replenish us after a 
long day and shield us from the 
demands of ‘the outside world’. 
Privacy screens have been a 
commonly requested solution for a 
long time; but as lots get smaller, 
we’re seeing a staggering rise in 
the quest for true acoustic privacy.

Privacy screens used to be 
anything to extra lattice atop your 
picket fence, to a 2.1m ColorBond 
fence; the aim of the game was to 
simply block line of sight. However, 
people are quickly realising that 
privacy isn’t only about not being 
watched.

Let us set the scene
It’s a glorious day filled with fresh 
air and gentle rays of sunshine; 
maybe the kids want to have 
their friends over for a pool party; 
perhaps you want to flow through 
a guided meditation and yoga 
tutorial on YouTube; or maybe 
you just wanna break in your new 
day bed and indulge in the latest 
‘Aussie Bangers’ Spotify playlist.

Whatever you want to do, you 
should be able to do in the privacy 
of your own home. But that flimsy 
timber fence holds you back, 
because you know your neighbours 
can hear every single thing you do 
in your backyard.

Sure, maybe they can’t see you. 
But they can hear the screams 
and shouts of your kids having a 
laugh; they can hear you groaning 
your way through a sweaty sun 
salutation; they can certainly hear 
Savage Garden asking if you’ll be 
their baby. Just like an apartment 
block with thin walls, a flimsy 

privacy screen lets all the noises 
of life through, leaving you feeling 
just as exposed. This is where 
acoustic privacy can save the day.

True privacy means 
acoustic privacy
Nowadays, privacy screens can 
— and should — be acoustically 
rated. Since the founder of 
ModularWalls, Nick Holden, went 
on ABC’s New Inventors program 
and unveiled the very first modular 
wall to the world, homeowners 
all across Australia have been 
re-evaluating what their privacy 
means to them.

Before modular walls and fences, 
options were limited. If you 
wanted a fence that reduced 
noise, you had to spend a lot 
of money on a brick wall. If you 
couldn’t afford it, you’d have to 
settle for a cost-effective metal 
or timber fence that offered little 
to no acoustic benefits. But now, 
homeowners have access to a 
range of acoustically rated fencing 
solutions that cost a fraction of 
the hefty price of traditional brick. 
What our acoustic fencing offers 
is a robust, secure privacy screen 
that reduces neighbourhood noise 
up to 4 to 5 times!

What does this mean? It means 
that more Australians can now 
afford acoustic privacy. Whether 
you live on a sprawling property 
next to a nature reserve, or in a 
townhouse beside a Maccas drive-
thru along a 5-lane highway; your 
home should be your private oasis

At least, we think so.

PRIVACY FENCING
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https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/colorbond-fencing-vs-modular/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/colorbond-fencing-vs-modular/
https://modularwalls.com.au/resources/noise-reduction/
https://modularwalls.com.au/resources/noise-reduction/
https://modularwalls.com.au/resources/noise-reduction/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXGSzcwAGUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXGSzcwAGUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXGSzcwAGUY
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/timber-fencing-vs-modular-fencing/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/reduce-noise-acoustic-fencing/


FE
N

C
IN

G

90

REDUCE NOISE THROUGH  
ACOUSTIC FENCING
with Jason Harvey

Picking the right fence can be tricky, especially if you’re looking to 
reduce noise in your backyard or home. Finding the perfect acoustic 
fence for your needs comes down to 3 main factors:

  1. Noise source

  2. Noise type

  3. Fence material

Noise and sound are different; sounds include things we don’t mind 
hearing, like the gentle warbling of magpies in the mornings, or the 
calming trickle of your water feature. 

Noise is any unwanted sound that you don’t want or need; and 
understanding the noise source and type is crucial to picking the right 
solution for you. 

Noise source
It’s time to hone in on what you’re actually trying to drown out.  
Stand outside, close your eyes, and listen; what is it you’re hearing?  
Here are some common noise sources for residential homes:

•   Vocal noise from neighbours or animals

•   Music from radios, sound systems and instruments 

•   Pool pumps or tools like chainsaws, leaf blowers and lawn mowers

•   Air-conditioning units or hot water heaters

•   Traffic noise from busy or main roads

91

Noise type
Noise type is important if you’re measuring the level of sound you need to reduce; it can also help you compare 
different products against the decibel (dB) reduction they’re offering.  

•   Airborne noise is any noise travelling through the air, which acoustic fencing can effectively take care of.

•   Impact noise is passed through materials – think of banging doors, scraping furniture, vibrations from loud 
music – which a fence may not do as much for.

Without getting too technical, a 10dB reduction will generally reduce the noise you can hear by half. 

Change in Noise Level (dB) Subjective Rating Subjective Response

0 No reduction No change

1-3 Slight reduction Perceivable difference

3-5 Moderate reduction Noticeable difference

5-10 Good reduction Up to halving in loudness

10 and more Extensive reduction More than halfing in loudness

Once you know what you’re 
dealing with, you can narrow down 
the kind of acoustic fencing you’re 
going to need.

•   The first three noise sources 
listed above can be solved by a 
sturdy boundary solution. 

•   Acoustic enclosures around the 
source may be better for A/C 
units or hot water heaters.

•   Traffic noise will most likely 
require a tall acoustic fence 
made from thicker, higher 
performance materials than 
traditional timber or metal 
fences can offer.

My noise source:                              
         
         
         
         
         
   

Noise solution needed:                             
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REDUCE NOISE THROUGH  
ACOUSTIC FENCING
with Jason Harvey
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To help you match the 
perfect solution for your 
specific needs, ModularWalls’ 
Executive Director, Jason 
Harvey, has offered specialist 
advice for each kind of noise 
reduction issue!

What’s the best material for 
acoustic fencing?

Jason: Metal and wood offer 
minimal sound protection and 
provide aesthetics that age badly. 
Brick and block offer strong noise 
attenuation, but they can be 
incredibly pricey and their wide 
strip footings and heavyweight 
nature aren’t suitable for all 
locations or applications. 

That’s where modular fencing 
comes in; it’s the ‘in betweener’ 
that combines noise reduction 
and affordability, all within a 
beautiful render-look finish. For 
what we’ve seen around Australia, 
the modular wall will exceed the 
requirements of 95% of acoustic 
projects presented - at up to half 
the price of brick.

How can ModularWalls help with my noise reduction 
needs?

Jason: We have a range of different acoustic 
solutions, from acoustic fencing to sound absorbing 
enclosures. Choosing the right solution for you is all 
about what you’re trying to achieve, so let’s break it 
down into some common residential noise reduction 
projects:

Any extra advice?

Jason: If you’re really unhappy with the level of 
noise you’re experiencing, check your state’s EPA 
guidelines — while they aren’t laws, they do provide 
a good background with what’s acceptable within 
a community. If you’re experiencing excessive noise 
issues, it could be a matter that the council has a 
responsibility to rectify, rather than out of your own 
pocket.

Reducing neighbourhood noise 

For regular neighbourhood noise (lawnmowers, 
over-excited dogs, crying babies, etc.), I’d suggest 
that our SlimWall acoustic fence is best. It’s our 
most affordable solution, and it offers a 20+ dB 
reduction, making it an easy, effective choice for 
the average homeowner. 

SlimWall has been used for all kinds of projects; 
from new homes, to duplexes, to childcares, to 
large-scale community developments, to retail 
giants like Dan Murphy’s and Coles!

Reducing noise from airconditioning units

Going back to noise types, HVAC units emit low 
frequency noise, which needs to be absorbed 
rather than reflected. 

AcoustiSorb is our noise absorption panel, and 
the highest performing noise wall panel on the 
Australian market, with a Noise Reduction 
Coefficient (NRC) of <0.9. It’s more expensive 
than our other panels, but it’s incredibly powerful 
and effective; recently, it was used in the Opera 
House stage renewal project and on the Harbour 
Bridge, simultaneously! 

Using our AcoustiSorb panels, you can then 
effectively ‘trap’ the noise at the source with a 
customdesigned acoustic enclosure.

Reducing traffic noise 

To effectively tackle traffic noise, the wall needs 
to be installed as close as possible to the road, to 
make sure it provides a physical barrier between 
house and noise if you live on the high side of the 
road, you may need a taller wall. 

Also, the closer you are to the noise wall, the 
better the wall will perform. Typically, you want to 
be within 10m of the noise source; this is because 
noise moves in straight lines for the first 10m 
or so, but after that, it changes into waves that 
travel up and down, and disperses it more widely 
through the air. It can still be effective 20-30m, 
but you’d need to go higher. 

Being our signature product, VogueWall offers 
a noise reduction of +25dB and either meets 
or exceeds 95% of acoustic specifications we 
see. It’s been used by McDonalds, KFC, Caltex 
and ALDI, as well as along highways for road 
noise barriers, because it’s the best acoustic 
performance for price. 

Basically, you’re getting commercial-grade noise 
reduction with a beautiful residential aesthetic.

Keeping in noise

It’s not always about keeping the sound out! 
If you’re an avid entertainer and have noise-
sensitive neighbours, you may want to reduce the 
noise that you’re making. 

The thing to keep in mind here is roof lines; if you 
have a hard structure (pergolas, balcony, etc) 
that ends above the height of the noise wall, it 
can sometimes reflect the noise to neighbours…
but that’s usually assessed on an individual project 
basis. 

Make sure you talk to your neighbours and make 
sure you both agree on what’s necessary, too, and 
if you do want to go higher, just make sure you 
check how much it will shadow either person’s 
property.
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http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/data_and_publications/standards_and_laws/environment_protection_noise_policy
http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/data_and_publications/standards_and_laws/environment_protection_noise_policy
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10 WAYS TO CUSTOMISE YOUR  
BOUNDARY WALL

Minimalist can still be 
personalised; customised can still 
be simple...

Check out these 10 ways to 
customise your modular wall so 
that your home can reflect your 
unique, personal style!

1. Slot in some slats
Slats are the easiest way to customise your boundary wall. 

Aluminium slats (as pictured) provide a sleek, long-lasting option, 
whilst timber brings a natural element to the structure.

2. Let there be lights
Lighting can transform a space, bringing a sense of romance 
and magic to your outdoor area and create an easy feature wall. 
It can also help soften spaces that don’t allow for any foliage, 
offering a focal point to an otherwise blank area. 

Entertain from dawn to dusk by integrating lighting into your 
posts, like this stunning pool wall.

95

4. Express yourself
Horizontal lines can create visual structure and even make a 
space look larger. 

Add an architectural edge to your boundary wall instantly with 
just a couple of lines, as seen with the Expressed Joint feature of 
this modular wall!

3. You’ve got mail
When choosing your letterbox, consider the overall architectural 
aesthetic of your home; a decorative wrought iron letterbox might 
look stunning, but probably won't harmonise with a modern 
home's architectural style.
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https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/landscaping-ideas-perth/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/feature-wall-ideas-backyard/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/pool-wall-makeover-project/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/slimwall-fence-weatherboard/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/slimwall-fence-weatherboard/
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10 WAYS TO CUSTOMISE YOUR  
BOUNDARY WALL
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5. Life in the raw
In recent years, exterior design trends have completely embraced 
the mix of earthy, raw materials against smooth, man-made 
finishes. 

Add textural contrast to your boundary wall with timber infills, like 
this home in Melbourne, VIC. 

6. The art of decorating
Our systems allow you to add a variety of decorative elements to 
customise your modular wall and reflect your personal style.

This striking home in Thornlands, QLD, utilised decorative screens 
within their wall to complement their grand home design, creating 
a truly impressive house front.

8. Pillars of stackstone
Love the look of traditional masonry? 

Clad, tile or even stencil a modular boundary wall to embrace the 
texture of stone or masonry, for a fraction of the cost!

7. Make a splash
Pool boundary walls are the perfect opportunity for a striking 
feature wall! Incorporate elements such as lighting, speakers and 
even water features for a spectacular focal point. 
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https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/timber-infill-walls/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/timber-infill-walls/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/striking_home_chooses_estatewall_modular_wall_for_grand_architectural_design/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/north-west-sydney-wall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/north-west-sydney-wall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/pool-walls/
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10 WAYS TO CUSTOMISE YOUR  
BOUNDARY WALL

9. A touch of class
If your home embraces the timeless beauty of classical design 
elements, consider designer boundary elements such as wrought 
iron embellishments, lantern lights and sandstone caps.

99

10. Go green
Embrace a space-efficient, low-maintenance opportunity for 
foliage with climbers, trailers, wall planters or polypod ferns! 

For heavy or strong climbers, such as wisteria, plant at the base of 
the posts, rather than in the middle of the panels. 
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https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/classical-fencing-features/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/classical-fencing-features/
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Connected indoor 
outdoor styling
If you want to achieve a connected 
indoor-outdoor space, ensure your 
interior design harmonises with 
your outdoor areas. For instance, 
use similar design themes, match 
your outdoor boundary walls or 
fences to interior walls and bring 
traditionally interior decor out into 
the garden!

Budget for 
landscaping
The last thing on your mind, but 
the first thing people see. First 
and foremost, in the initial stages 
of calculating your renovation 
budget, ensure you factor in 

landscaping! Budget blowouts 
are inevitable in every project, 
but try to avoid it impacting your 
landscaping. In fact, best practice 
is to work out two separate 
budgets, allowing extra leeway for 
both.

Choose plants you 
can care for
It’s time to be honest about your 
personality, skill level and lifestyle 
when choosing plants for your 
garden. Be honest about whether 
you need a low maintenance 
garden, or whether you’d prefer 
having regular gardening work to 
look forward to. That way, you’re 
not wasting time or money on a 
garden that will inevitably fail!

EXPERT LANDSCAPING TIPS WE LEARNT 
FROM THE DESIGN DUO 

Serenity means 
privacy
Privacy screens were big for this 
Albert Park courtyard. To ensure 
maximum privacy and serenity, the 
twins chose a premium SlimWall 
fence that enclosed the outdoor 
area whilst giving a dramatic 
backdrop to their gorgeous 
garden.

Function & location
How do you want to use the 
space? Is it protected or do you 
need to build more shelter? Does it 
get much sun, and when? What’s 
the climate like? Is there a view, or 
will you need privacy screens?

103NEW BUILD BIBLE   |   LANDSCAPING & GARDENING

To design an outdoor space you 
love and use all the time, make 
sure it’s comfortable, useful to 
your lifestyle and suitable for its 
location. All of these questions 
help determine where different 
living zones will go and which 
plants will thrive.

Match the furniture
Furniture can really set the tone 
of the space; make sure that 
tone matches the atmosphere 
of your garden. Mid-century 
modern, Palm Springs, plantation, 
Hamptons, coastal, contemporary, 
classical; with so many different 
architectural themes and design 
trends, the world is your oyster! 
Simply ensure your chosen trend 
matches your plant choices to 
boost the overall effect.

Never overlook the 
lighting
Choose the right lighting by 
deciding its purpose; ambiance or 
visibility? Entertaining or security? 
Outdoor lighting can completely 
transform a space; make sure that 
transformation is right for your 
lifestyle!

Find more amazing tips for the rest of your build at 
thedesignduo.com.au
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https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/architect-indoor-outdoor-living/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/architect-indoor-outdoor-living/
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/boundary-walls/
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/boundary-walls/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/avoid-budget-blowouts-luxe-building/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/alisa-lysandra-slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/alisa-lysandra-slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/alisa-lysandra-slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/alisa-lysandra-slimwall/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/perfect-outdoor-living-space/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/perfect-outdoor-living-space/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/design-coastal-hamptons-style/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/backyard-lighting-ideas/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/backyard-lighting-ideas/
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CREATIVE LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS  
FOR YOUR SLOPING BLOCK

Tiered gardens
This backyard landscaping 
design is a staple for homeowners 
working with a sloped lot. For 
this idea, retaining walls are your 
best friend. When choosing the 
right retaining wall, make sure you 
choose a strong, durable material 
- you don't want to be constantly 
replacing these walls due to rotting 
timber. For a connected aesthetic, 
find an option that perfectly 
harmonises with your house's 
architecture.

Waterfall feature
Harness the raw beauty and 
calming effect of this natural 
water feature! Installing your 
very own waterfall will instantly 
create a lush, tropical oasis of 
any outdoor space. Utilising 
boulders, aqua plants and the 

natural undulation of your land, 
you can form a mesmerising focal 
point. Additionally, the sound aids 
relaxation and even masks road 
and neighbourhood noise!

Sunken outdoor 
lounge
Outdoor rooms are exploding 
within the landscaping industry 
this year; and for good reason! 
These structures help you make 
the most of your outdoor space 
and completely enhances your 
outdoor living and entertaining 
areas. For sloped blocks, they can 
create usable spaces out of the 
different levels. 

Sunken firepit
On the topic of sunken rooms, 
what could be cozier than a 
sunken outdoor fireplace? Use 
the natural slope of your yard to 
create the perfect seating area 
around the fire pit, with benches, 
tables or shelving all carved into 
the land itself.

Above-ground 
infinity pool
An above-ground pool is a secret 
weapon for sloped blocks. The 
ground-level side helps connect 
the different levels of your land, 
whilst the higher side creates a 
luxe infinity swimming experience, 
with the wet-edge offering an 
added water feature opportunity.

No idea how to tackle your sloping block? Find your inspiration 
amongst these genius landscape solutions that boost 
functionality and enhance your outdoor lifestyle - and look good 
doing it.
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Tiered pools
Another landscaping solution is 
a tiered pool. These unique pool 
designs takes advantage of your 
slope, with multiple sections 
installed within each level. The 
result is a luxurious, resort-
style pool with water naturally 
cascading down the tiers. To 
ensure 'round-the-year use, make 
the top tier a hot tub!

Integrate retaining 
walls within your 
boundary fences
Choosing a boundary wall or 
fence that can also retain will 
seamlessly (and cost-effectively) 
level your land instantly. Modular 
fence and wall systems can 
seamlessly incorporate retaining 
panels into their design. This 
revolutionary fencing feature 
allows you to retain up to 750mm, 
which can play a huge difference 
in the functionality of your 
outdoor space, and support the 
foundations for these amazing 
landscaping solutions!
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LANDSCAPING ON A SLOPE MADE EASY 
WITH INTEGRATED RETAINING WALLS 

Save costs
Installing a brick or block retaining 
wall, as well as a boundary fence 
on top, can double or even triple 
your fencing budget. Spending 
so much on a functional feature 
can be frustrating, and leave less 
budget for the 'fun' outdoor area 
expenses.

With our wall systems, you 
can drastically cut expenses by 
integrating retaining panels into 
your boundary wall. The result? 
More money to spend on new 
plants, funky lighting and an 
outdoor fire pit!

Save time
Renovations can be a time-
sensitive process, with each 
step needing to be completed 
before the next stage can begin.
Compared to traditional retaining 
wall options, like brick or block, our 
wall systems are installed in just 
1/4 of the time! 

Level your lot as quickly as 
possible, so you can get to work 
on tiling patios, laying lawns and 
planting garden beds.

Seamless finish
Mixing materials is a popular 
design trend this year; however, 
a steel fence on top of a brick 
retaining wall is not quite the look 
they're referring to. In fact, it can 
age your home and even drag 
down your property value. 

On the other hand, our seamlessly 
integrated retaining systems 
instantly boost the overall 
aesthetic of your home, whilst 
achieving a premium rendered 
aesthetic.

Sloping blocks present some truly unique landscaping challenges. Retaining walls have long been a saving 
grace for landscaping on a slope; but now, with ModularWalls, you can seamlessly integrate retaining into your 
boundary wall!

For this corner block home in Newmarket, QLD, our retaining solutions were utilised within both standalone 
and integrated EstateWall. The front standalone retaining wall provided a stunning planter box feature, whilst 
the integrated retaining created a sleek, seamless boundary solution. The EstateWall boundary wall was 
continued into the backyard, right up to the glass fencing around the pool area, which highlighted one of the 
biggest perks of a sloped block; the  gorgeous views!
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A LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT’S ADVICE  
ON INDOOR-OUTDOOR LIVING
with Sarah Hoskin

WHO IS SARAH ?
Sarah Hoskin is a qualified Landscape Architect and Horticulturalist 
and the owner of Caledonian Landscapes, a landscape architectural 
design firm located in Orange, NSW. Servicing local Councils, businesses, 
industry and residential interests throughout the Central West, their aim is 
to create inspirational outdoor living and working spaces catering for the 
individual requirements of each client, site and project. 

Sarah delivers professional services through consultation and design 
development to ensure the outcome of each landscaping project is 
not only aesthetically pleasing, but also meets all the various legal 
requirements. 

www.caledonianlandscapes.com.au

Q. What do you enjoy most about 
designing outdoor spaces? 

I truly believe that a house is 
not a home until the garden is 
constructed!

My joy as a designer is getting to 
know my clients well enough to 
create a space which is tailored 
specifically to them; perfectly 
designed for their lifestyle 
requirements and the unique 
characteristics of their site.

Q. What kind of architectural 
elements could support indoor-
outdoor living?

Transitional structures that frame 
and shelter access points between 
indoor and outdoor spaces, or 
demarcating the movement from 
one outdoor room to another, can 
create a connected flow of space.

The existing style of architecture 
should also provide inspiration 
for the ‘hard structures’ (paving, 

pergolas, fountains, fencing) which 
are designed into the adjacent 
outdoor spaces.

For instance, with the home in 
Orange, NSW, for which I used 
a SlimWall boundary fence, 
all architectural elements in 
the minimalist Japanese style 
courtyard garden were kept 
simple. They are all elegant and 
muted in colour to complement 
the modern extension of the 
original brick cottage.

Q. What’s the biggest challenge 
when designing a successful 
indoor-outdoor living space?

The biggest challenge is usually 
the budget remaining after the 
client has completed building their 
dream home!

A landscape plan, commissioned 
at the beginning and planned 
alongside the architectural 
drawings, is ideal. For one client, 
boundary and driveway planting 
with the irrigation systems were 
installed four years before the 
builders began construction on 
the new home, to ensure adequate 
growing times.
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Basically, when planned as a 
whole, the indoor-outdoor living 
spaces can then flow holistically 
and help connect the building with 
the surrounding landscape.

Q. Have you seen a shift in 
landscaping trends toward indoor-
outdoor living?

Over my 20 years in the business, 
many trends have come and gone. 
Most design trends are shaped by 
cultural trends, climate, economics 
and the internet; customers can 
now easily view, compare and 
access all kinds of products. But in 
the end, the clients are still ruled 
by time-frames and budgets; these 
most often set the parameters on 
how limited or expansive a ‘dream 
garden’ can be. 

Q. Do you have any ‘tips’ or 
secrets for success?

Landscape plan! As hard 
(structural) and soft (organic) 
materials needed to make a 
garden can end up costing a 
fortune without careful attention, 
a landscape plan maximises 
valuable growing time and saves 
money (and marriages!).

Why not plan your ideal outdoor 
space, with all the materials and 
plants already chosen for each 
site? Then, you can plan around 
considerations such as comfort, 
scale, style and budget. That way, 
your construction can be staged 
over a given time frame, and  
you can begin each stage as you 
see fit.
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https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/10-diy-outdoor-wall-art-projects/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/outdoor-fireplaces-design-trend-2018/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/outdoor-rooms-design-trend/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/winter-outdoor-entertaining-courtyard/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/winter-outdoor-entertaining-courtyard/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/renovated-home-slimwall-fencing/
https://modularwalls.com.au/case_studies/renovated-home-slimwall-fencing/
https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/modular-fencing/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/water-feature-ideas-outdoor-area/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/design-trend-month-outdoor-kitchens/
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BALANCING YOUR OUTDOOR AREA 
WITH GREEN SPACE

Perimeter garden 
beds
Lining your courtyard with garden 
beds enhances your boundary wall 
with beautiful foliage, offering 
a lush backdrop to revitalise the 
space. This is a space efficient 
way of incorporating garden beds 
without surrendering too much 
floor space. Hedging bushes, ferns 
and shrubs offer dense foliage, 
whilst more tropical plants or 
flowers can offer statement 
splashes of colour.

Vertical gardens & 
green walls
Garden walls, living walls, 
green wall, or hanging gardens; 
whatever you want to call them, 
they are taking the home design 
world by storm. Mounting your 
plants on a wall ensures that you 
need not sacrifice a single inch of 
floor space, whilst still harnessing 
the power of green space.

Potted plants
If garden beds aren’t possible, 
pots and plants come in all shapes 
and sizes! From the traditional 
floor pots, to wall planters, to 
hanging plant baskets, there are 
endless ways to add potted plants 
to your courtyard. 

Don’t be afraid to get creative 
with your pot choices; metals 
can add a touch of industrial 
chic, macramé hanging baskets 
embrace a bohemian coastal vibe 
and tiled or painted patterns can 
add a unique flair to an otherwise 
neutral space. 

Trellises & climbers
In keeping with wall-bound 
gardens, climbing plants like 
ivy, wisteria and star jasmine 
grow beautifully across frames, 
overhead beams, fencing and 
trellises. For an added bonus, 
passionfruit vines will mature 
and offer delicious fruits for 
desserts, fruit salads and 
summery cocktails!

Great design is about all about 
balance; green space is one of 
the most important factors of 
an outdoor area. Surrounding 
yourself in nature has known 
health benefits, including stress 
relief, an increased sense of 
connectedness, air purification 
and increased serotonin levels, 
which directly relate to happiness 
and motivation. 

How much green space have you 
planned for? Do you feel as though 
is it a balanced mix of natural 
and man-made? If not, here’s 
some quick and effective ways of 
restoring your green balance.
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Retaining wall planter boxes
If your yard requires retaining already, or needs levelling, retaining walls can offer integrating planter boxes 
to line one side of your courtyard with. A mix of ornamental grasses, shrubbery and foliage can create a 
thick jungle wall, or treat yourself to a DIY veggie patch! 
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https://modularwalls.com.au/residential/retaining-walls/
https://modularwalls.com.au/blog/how-to-backyard-vegetable-patch/
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CHOOSING A GARDEN
with Greg Soster

WHO IS GREG ?
Greg Soster is the Director & 
Construction Manager at Outside 
Space, combining over twenty 
five years of industry experience 
in landscaping, building and 
carpentry. Along with his team, 
his passion for landscape, design, 
and natural creativity, alongside 
his technical background, 
enables him to push landscape 
construction practices to the limit, 
constructing high quality gardens 
that add value and purpose to 
your outdoor space.

Greg launched Outside Space 
back in 2005 with the desire to 
provide and construct exceptional 
gardens. Over recent years, the 
team have taken great pride in 
their work for National Award-
winning landscape designers 
and architects. Greg has also 
had the pleasure of being on the 
Board and Vice President (2016) 
of LNA Master Landscapers 
Association for close to 6 years 
and has enjoyed giving back to 
the industry through training and 
mentorships to younger landscape 
trades.

www.outsidespace.com.au
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Coastal Gardens
Coastal gardens reflect on their proximity to the ocean and a laid-back beach lifestyle. They make allowances 
for sea breezes, salty conditions and sandy soils. By nature, they’re often less ‘shaped’ and left to grow as they 
will – how much is up to you!

SOIL:
•  No clay
•  Well-draining, quality soil
•  Monitor PH levels

CLIMATE:
•  Hot through cool 
•   Temperate climate

ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE:
•  Cottage 
•  Contemporary
•  Cape Cod

MAINTENANCE 
LEVEL:
•  Low 
•  Drought-resistant
•  Salt tolerant

MAINTENANCE TIPS:
•  Provide adequate drainage
•  Shelter from strong winds

PLANT SUGGESTIONS:
•  Succulents
•  Sedge grass
•  Herbaceous perennials
•   Evergreen perennials: 

banksia
•   Heaths and heathers: hebe, 

diosma
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CHOOSING A GARDEN
with Greg Soster

Tropical Gardens
Tropical gardens make the most of heavy rainfall (or a serious irrigation system), allowing you to feature 
some spectacular tropical plants with large leaves and some very tall trees. Keep in mind their need for heavy 
mulching and fertilizer.

SOIL:
•  No clay
•  Well-draining, quality soil
•  Monitor PH levels

CLIMATE:
•  Hot & tropical

ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE:
•  Contemporary
•  Balinese
•  Queenslander

MAINTENANCE 
LEVEL:
•  Low 

MAINTENANCE TIPS:
•  Provide adequate drainage
•   Raised beds for herbs, fruit 

and vegetables
•  Heavy mulching
•  Regular fertilizer

PLANT SUGGESTIONS:
• Palm grass
•  Palms
•  Tree ferns
•   Colourful flowering plants, 

such as Bird of Paradise
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Arid Gardens
Arid gardens take their lead from dry conditions, whether hot or cold, and often rocky soils. They reflect on 
nature stripped back, allowing you to accentuate sharp and hard edges. They give you the chance to create 
featured paving, walls and rockeries and are the perfect option for front gardens.

SOIL:
•  No clay
•  Well-draining, quality soil
•  Monitor PH levels

CLIMATE:
•  Dry
•  Cool

ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE:
•  Contemporary
•  Mid-century modern
•  Palm Springs

MAINTENANCE 
LEVEL:
•  Low 
•  Salt-tolerant

MAINTENANCE TIPS:
•  Allow adequate drainage

PLANT SUGGESTIONS:
•  Succulents
•  Tussock grass
•  Cacti
•  Kangaroo Paws
•  Sturt Desert Pea
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CHOOSING A GARDEN
with Greg Soster

Cottage Gardens
Cottage gardens offer sanctuary from busy lives, often catering to avid cooks with edible gardens as a feature. 
Importantly, they also tend to feature bright colours and areas for reflection and contemplation of nature’s 
bounty.

SOIL:
•  No clay
•  Well-draining, quality soil
•  Monitor PH levels

CLIMATE:
•   Temperate climate, with 

possible frosts
•   From the mountains to the 

sea

ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE:
•  Coastal
•  Classical
•  Cottage
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MAINTENANCE 
LEVEL:
•  Low 

MAINTENANCE TIPS:
•   Make use of drip irrigation 

and water tank
•  Allow for adequate drainage
•   Shelter from prevailing 

conditions
•   Raised beds for herbs and 

vegetables

PLANT SUGGESTIONS:
•   Colourful, small – medium 

sized plants
•   Salvia, verbena, agapanthus, 

lavender
•  Fountain grasses
•  Tulips
•  Daffodils
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ARCHITECTURAL PLANTS  
TO WATCH OUT FOR

If you’re ready to breathe some fresh life into your new home, keep your eyes peeled for these incredible 
architectural plants! Whether you have a sprawling backyard or a modest balcony, these plants are sure to add 
some structure, texture and colour to your outdoor space.

Monstera Deliciosa 
Also known as the Fruit 
Salad Plant and the Swiss 
Cheese Plant, this bad boy is 
delicious by any name. With 
huge, tropical leaves and a 
striking resilience to low light 
conditions, the monstera 
deliciosa is perfect for both 
indoor and outdoor spots.

Snake Plant / 
Mother-In-Law's 
Tongue
This incredibly resilient plant 
delivers a very contemporary 
structure, with varieties offering 
subtle differences in shape and leaf 
pattern. A wonderful bordering 
plant, especially along walls, 
pathways or against feature walls.

Calathea Orbifolia 
A member of the Prayer Plant 
family, the stunning patterns 
on these leaves are absolutely 
tantalising to the eye and offer 
a lush focal point.
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Horsetail Reed 
Serving as a more modern 
hedging option, horsetail reed 
is perfect for creating privacy 
screens or pathways within 
your outdoor space, or for 
lining your backyard fence. 

Dichondra Silver 
Falls 
Perfect for ground cover or 
trailing from planters and 
hanging baskets, this delicate 
beauty offers a cool contrast 
to most other plants.

Agave
As far as architectural plants 
go, agaves are perhaps one 
of the most popular choices 
in Australian landscape 
designs right now. Tolerant 
to our harsh summers and 
structurally striking, these low 
maintenance succulents come 
in a huge variety of types and 
sizes.
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ARCHITECTURAL PLANTS  
TO WATCH OUT FOR

Bird of Paradise 
From the symmetrically 
fanned variety, to the more 
densely clumped strelitzias, 
these plants make a huge 
splash, especially against a 
smooth, rendered backdrop.

Prickly Pear 
Cactus 
Meet the prickly pear; 
voluptuous, hardy and 
downright funky.

Boston Fern
Boston ferns are back, baby! 

From tabletop wicker pots, to 
corner pot stands, to majestic 
hanging planters, the texture 
that this fern offers creates an 
instant, lush urban jungle.

121

No-Mow Grass 
From filling in space between 
pavers, to ground cover in 
planters and garden beds, to 
full blown lawns, the Zoysia 
Tenuifolia is a sight to behold. 
Also known as Petting 
Grass or Velvet Grass for its 
fluffiness, this grass is a must 
for anyone wanting a lush, 
mystical forest feel!

Ruffled Fan Palm 
Have you seen anything quite 
as graceful as the leaf on 
this palm? Reminiscent of an 
exotic fan dance, this treasure 
loves wet, warm conditions 
with low, dappled light.

Fiddle Leaf Fig
The fiddle leaf fig is trending 
as an indoor architectural 
plant right now; but that 
doesn't mean they don't like 
the Great Outdoors as well! 
They look incredible in planters 
and their giant leaves offer 
strong foliage elements to  
a space.
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ARCHITECTURAL PLANTS  
TO WATCH OUT FOR

Foxtail Fern 
Talk about texture. The foxtail 
fern is drought-resistant, 
demands very little and grows 
gorgeous, thick tentacles that 
stay bright green all year long.

Hedging
A classic go-to for landscape 
designers. Hedging is the 
fastest way to add structure 
to your garden, and can be 
trimmed in almost any which 
way; just be mindful of the 
maintenance that goes with it.
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Yucca 
Would any architectural 
plant list be complete without 
mentioning the yucca? The 
rock stars of full sun and bone-
dry soil, these plants can take 
just about anything - and look 
good doing it. 

Not to mention their stunning 
bloom seasons; do some 
research into the types of 
yuccas and the vast array of 
flowers they offer!
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HOW TO BUILD A GREEN WALL

Spring is coming. If you’re ready to breathe some fresh life into your home, keep your eyes peeled for these 
incredible architectural plants! Whether you have a sprawling backyard or a modest balcony, these plants are 
sure to add some structure, texture and colour to your outdoor space.

Climbing and 
trailing plants
One of the easiest green wall 
ideas is to use plants that do 
all the work! Create distinctive 
designs with a combination of 
climbers and trailing plants to 
grow a living curtain of foliage 
against your boundary wall.

Wall planters
Like any great DIY ideas, think 
outside the box and have a look 
around for items you already 
have that could be repurposed. 
Popular upcycled wall planter 
designs include shoe organisers, 
wine racks, old PVC pipes, 
recycled soft drink bottles, 
empty tin cans or wooden 
pallets.

You can attach them to 
walls and fences, stack, hang 
or free stand them. Grow 
flowers, greenery, fruit or 
vegetables depending on your 
preference. As a lighter and 
low maintenance alternative, 
consider utilising artificial 
greenery.
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Solid green walls
More solid options are ideal to 
hide unsightly infrastructure or 
add a beautiful design option 
for a feature wall. Repurpose 
picture frames, hang old pallets, 
add wire to train plants or use 
your own customised plan. 
Always consider the total 
weight of what you’re hanging, 
especially after they’ve been 
watered, to ensure a safe green 
wall design.

Themed green walls
Consider what type of vertical garden you 
want to grow. Keep in mind that plants 
need the right amount of sunlight and 
water to flourish; try grouping plants with 
similar light and water needs 

Some popular choices include:

•   Jungle oasis – think ferns, moss and 
palms.

•   Succulent excellence – indulge in 
the geometric beauty of these low 
maintenance plants.

•   Heavenly air plants – species like Spanish 
moss, bromeliads and pink quill plants 
don’t need soil, making them a light, 
easy vertical garden option.

•   Edible delights – turn a blank wall into a 
thriving herb or fruit garden!

•   Artificial green wall panels – popular 
amongst those who are time poor, are 
nervous about the maintenance or lack 
the luck of a green thumb!
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HARNESSING THE POWER OF FENG SHUI
with Krystal Sagona

WHO IS 
KRYSTAL ?
With over 10 years’ experience 
as a passionate designer, 
award-winning interior 
architect and founder of 
Interior Flow, Krystal Sagona 
is a Feng Shui & Intuitive 
Design specialist. Being 
intuitive was something that 
was innately ingrained in 
her work; when she realised 
this wasn’t the ‘norm’ within 
interior design, Krystal was 
determined to create spaces 
to heal the people within them 
and to empower everyone who 
used those spaces to thrive. 

Studying her master’s degree 
in Art Therapy provided her 
with the language and tools 
to discover what is important 
to clients, helping create a 
healing environment conducive 
to work, rest or play. Krystal 
has built a strong reputation 
through her wholesome 
designs that meets clients’ 
unspoken requirements on a 
holistic level, producing award-
winning design solutions 
and spaces that are both 
functional and aesthetically 
pleasing to the senses.  

www.interiorflow.com.au

When did your interest in Feng 
Shui begin?

My fascination with the biology 
of energy that is readable in lay 
lines in the earth, which prompted 
me to study the Art of Feng Shui 
in 2014. The course satisfied my 
thirst for the century-old practice, 
dating back 6000 years, based on 
an accumulation of knowledge to 
include cosmology, influences from 
the stars, directions, time changes 
and unseen natural forces which 
have strong influence over human 
wellbeing and prosperity.  

Why did you decide to study Feng 
Shui and make it part of your 
professional practice?

Feng Shui started out as a 
curiosity and a way to expand my 
knowledge. As I put my learning 
into practise on friends’ and 
families’ homes, I realised that 
the formulas I was learning began 
informing me of everything I 
already knew about these people's 
lives – and more. 

Do you think many people are 
aware of, or practise, Feng Shui? 

No, I do not; many people assume 
Feng Shui to be about placement 
and ask about old wives’ tales 
that they’ve heard. It doesn’t 
matter if the front or back doors 
align, nor does the number of the 
property; the practise of Feng 
Shui is measured by the magnetic 
compass reading of a house or 
building, to understand the front 
and rear facing direction of the 
building. 

And all of this changes, as do 
the cycles of nature. Energy is a 
forever-moving element; Feng Shui 
captures the energy of a building 
in the same way as the astrology 
of a person when they are born. 

Why is Feng Shui important in a 
home? 

Feng Shui was written in the 
same books as Chinese medicine 
and acupuncture; the same 
cures in Feng Shui are used in 
Chinese medicine and applied in 
the home. The Chinese believed 
that the home and body were 
just as important as one another; 
especially where your head slept at 
night, as well as the energy located 
at the front door, which is brought 
through into your life. 

What are the main ideas or goals 
behind Feng Shui?

The most important keys of Feng 
Shui are to ensure the energies 
are correct and in their time. 
Just as a house cannot be built 
without architectural plans, the 
Feng Shui cures cannot be known 
without a compass and a formula 
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calculated to overlay onto the 
house plan, which determine 
where these energies lie and 
where to implement the cures and 
supporting elements. The best 
advice I can give you is that if your 
life is prosperous and everything 
is going well, then you most likely 
have good energy placement in 
the home and Feng Shui cures 
are not required. This is commonly 
felt when people move houses; 
the energy placement differs from 
house to house.  

For new builds, does Feng Shui 
start at the furniture & styling, 
or sooner, like the construction 
phase? 

Feng Shui can start as early as 
choosing the land to build on, to 
make sure that the block of land 
is facing and sitting in the right 
directions and that the shape of 
the block of land is conducive 

to good energy flow, such as 
rectangular or square blocks of 
land. 

Triangular or obscure shapes of 
land, or land that is below street 
level, could mean that the energy 
will have a hard time finding the 
home. This can be remedied; 
however, it takes proper planning 
through the landscaping and 
infrastructure of the driveway. 

Courtyards have the best energy 
flow to live in, as the energy 
circulates around and around to 
your door. Houses at the bottom 
of hills or mountains have excellent 
support and are a prosperous 
location, with the mountain 
supporting the property for 
prosperity.

With busy roads, the energy is 
flying past and moving quickly, but 
not detrimental; if you can’t avoid 
backing onto a freeway or train 
line, ensure there is a large fence 
and or tall trees for protection.

Do you recall any notable 
experiences working with Feng 
Shui elements?

I offered to do the Feng Shui for 
a metalworker come business 
colleague, when prototyping some 
furniture designs. Everything that 
could go wrong, was going wrong, 
for this business owner; I offered 
to do the Feng Shui for him out of 
curiosity. I wanted to see if it would 
provide an answer to preventing 
accidents in the workplace and 
producing an environment to run a 
prosperous business, instead of one 
in debt. 

The numbers never lie; the 
formulas revealed that his 
working space, where all the 
fabrication was taking place, was 
in the number 5 – representing 
bankruptcy, accidents and 
hauntings. We shifted his work 
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area into the large warehouse, to 
a prosperous water number, which 
changed the course of his business 
instantly! Prosperity, debts being 
paid and business growth, as well 
as the string of freak accidents 
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MY FENG SHUI CHECKLIST

1.Declutter your house

2.A winding path from street to door 

Clear piles of paperwork or other 
clutter, as this blocks the energy 
flow in your home. 

Keep this path clean and clear 
for the energy to meander to 
your front door. 
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3.Water, water everywhere

4.Shelter your home 5.Protect all boundaries

Having a body of water in your 
front yard or overlooking water is 
prosperous, allowing the energy 
to rest at your front door. 

Ensure you have adequate 
shelter at the front of the house.

Build protection from the 
elements on the sides of the 
house and to the rear of the 
property with screens, such as 
sturdy fences.
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10 BACKYARD LIGHTING IDEAS FOR  
INSPIRED OUTDOOR DESIGN

Lighting is great; good lighting is downright transformative. Bring warmth and depth to your outdoor spaces, 
highlight your landscaping and entertain from dusk 'til dawn with these stunning backyard lighting ideas! 

3. Outdoor wall lights
Wall lights are an easy way to light 
up large areas of your outdoor 
space, whilst also adding textural 
interest to your boundary fence. If 
you're looking for a fence that easily 
integrates this backyard lighting 
idea, modular fencing allows you to 
seamlessly run cabling and install 
lighting within the posts!

2. Festoon string lights 
Fairy lights have recently been 
replaced by retro festoon string 
lighting! Vintage globes with 
intricate inner coils add a robust, yet 
detailed aesthetic. String overhead 
courtyards or outdoor seating and 
dining areas, or drape along walls, 
pergolas and patios.

1. Strip lighting  
LED strip lighting along steps, 
retaining walls, garden beds and 
beneath window sills are still a 
trending lighting option. The sleek, 
clean lines offer architectural 
structure, whilst the LED gives a 
surprisingly powerful glow to your 
outdoor area. 
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4. Outdoor floor lamps 
This year is all about bringing indoor 
comforts and styling into your 
outdoor spaces. Outdoor floor lamps 
provide a homey touch to your patio, 
courtyard or backyard, especially 
around an outdoor lounge setting. 
Just make sure how weatherproof 
they are; it may be safest to keep 
them in more protected outdoor 
spaces.

6. Lanterns
This lighting option simply refuses 
to go out of style. From Moroccan-
inspired metal designs, to warming 
fabric lanterns, to classic cast iron 
options, outdoor lanterns are sure to 
enhance your outdoor décor.

5. Spotlights 
Spotlights offer a rather dramatic 
lighting option. Point them up to 
highlight trees, plants or decorative 
features; point them down to shed 
light over a garden bed; install  
within steps or in-ground for a 
modern twist!
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10 BACKYARD LIGHTING IDEAS FOR  
INSPIRED OUTDOOR DESIGN

8. Solar lights 
Harness the power of the sun during 
the day, to light up your life at night. 
Nowadays, most outdoor lighting 
options offer a solar counterpart. 
Never underestimate the power 
of well-placed solar lights; even 
cost-effective garden lights found 
at department stores can mark 
pathways, light up pot plants or 
highlight steps in the ground level.

7. Hanging pendant 
lights 
Another traditionally indoor lighting 
option, hanging pendant lights 
are slowly making their debut in 
outdoor spaces. Perfect for patios, 
courtyards or outdoor rooms, or to 
string from sturdy, protected trees!
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10. Torches & candles
Perfect for mood lighting and 
natural spaces, the flicker of torches 
or candles add a sense of romance 
and depth to your space. Stylish 
candle holders and stands offer 
striking décor, whilst scented candles 
and oil burners add inviting aromas 
to the atmosphere.

9. Landscape lighting
Landscape lighting, or outdoor 
garden lights, can be used to 
highlight your landscaping elements 
at night. When done right, they 
create a somewhat mystical effect, 
allowing your garden to glow 
throughout the night.
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OUTDOOR FIREPLACES

Built-in outdoor 
fireplaces
This year has seen a surge in 
custom built in fireplaces with 
featured firewood shelving. 
Smooth or textured render, or 
raw concrete, will be the finish of 
choice for these walls, with the 
natural, circular aesthetic of the 
firewood also providing a striking 
textural contrast.

Corner fireplace
Another fireplace trend is to 
experiment with its placement 
within the wall. Having it built 
into a corner or edge can offer a 
striking visual feature. Additionally, 
this design comes with the added 
bonus of being able to see the 
fireplace from multiple angles.

Sunken fireplace
Sunken outdoor rooms continue to 
flourish within landscape design. 
Especially successful with tiered 
or sloped land, a sunken fireplace 
offers a focal point that enhances 
your outdoor lifestyle and brings a 
touch of luxury to your backyard.

Whilst firepits have always been an extremely popular addition to backyards, this home design trend has 
moved further toward custom fireplaces built into the integral design of an outdoor space. So, gather 'round 
and warm your inspiration with these incredible outdoor fireplace designs!
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Indoor outdoor fire 
windows
Indoor outdoor living was the 
buzzword for 2017, with an 
increasing number of homes 
blending the lines between 
house and yard to create a single 
superior, organic living space. 
Following this concept, fire 
windows allow the fireplace to 
be enjoyed from the lounge or 
the backyard. Depending on how 
big the cut out is, the fireplace 
can also offer a garden viewing 
window and extra natural light.

Lineal fireplaces
Form and function blossom 
spectacularly with these stunning 
designs. Add structure to your 
space with lineal outdoor 
fireplaces that border, frame, 
highlight or even overhang!

Fire pit table
Finally, for a multipurpose 
structure, fire pit tables are 
unbeatable. Serve poolside snacks 
or drinks by day, whilst enjoying 
a mesmerising fire by night. Low 
fuss, mess free fun!
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Outdoor kitchens are fast becoming a ‘must have’ for modern homes and 
backyards. Embracing the connected nature of indoor-outdoor living, 
cooking spaces are being pushed out amongst our gardens for a more 
wholesome dining experience. 

From sleek BBQ areas to luxe cooking corners, complete with pizza 
ovens and granite cutting-board benchtops; we’ve compiled some knock-
out outdoor kitchen designs to drool over! If your designing your own 
outdoor kitchen, here are some things to keep in mind during  
your planning.

Proximity to the 
kitchen
Make your life easier by positioning 
your outdoor kitchen close to your 
actual kitchen. This way, your 
preparation won’t be burdened 
with long walks through your 
house to retrieve extra utensils or 
spur-of-the-moment ingredient 
additions.

Electric, gas or 
wood-fire?
Ask yourself; what does outside 
cooking mean to you? 

Do you like the idea of a rustic 
outdoor cookery, cooking with 
flame and steam? Or would 
you rather a totally hooked-up 
kitchenette, with electric ovens 
and touch screen stove tops? 
Each option will offer a drastically 
different design, budget and 
cooking experience.

Weatherproof it
Try to keep your outdoor kitchen 
under cover, when possible. As a 
result, your al fresco cooking plans 
are less likely to be ditched due to 
a persistent autumn drizzle or the 
scorching summer sun. Plus, it’ll be 
easier to maintain your appliances 
and furniture if they aren’t 
completely open to the elements.

Outdoor seating
Chairs, benches, stools, outdoor 
sofas and daybeds…the options 
for outdoor seating seems never-
ending. Find which option best 
suits your space, keeping in mind 
how you want the area to be used.

Perhaps you prefer formal seating 
for dining; or you may want to 
look at sunken seating around 
a fireplace, to create a casual 
campfire experience. Don’t be 
afraid to play around with your 
seating design and remember to 
scatter some cushions to make it a 
comfortable space.

Outdoor 
entertainment
Is your outdoor kitchen strictly for 
dining purposes, or do you want 
to create a complete entertaining 
area? In your designs, decide 
if and where you’d like audio 
speakers, lights, TV screens, 
lounging areas, bars or fire pits. 

Think about how the space will be 
used; leave enough room to cook 
without being cramped, separate 
from the dining and lounging area; 
and keep the bar fridge in easy 
reach from both sides!

Green space
Your outdoor kitchen is in the 
garden for a reason! Surround 
your space with natural garden 
elements and embrace the power 
of foliage.

Edible gardens
Talking about green space, what 
better garden to grow beside a 
kitchen than an edible one? 

A foodie's delight: pluck fresh basil 
and plump tomatoes for pastas 
and pizzas; add sprigs of rosemary 
to spit roasts; lay mint leaves over 
your lamb chops; wrap bunches 
of dill and chives with your fish 
in foil parcels for an aromatic 
seafood dish!
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OUTDOOR ROOMS

From outdoor lounges, to garden pavilions, to open air bathrooms, traditionally indoor rooms are venturing into 
the Great Outdoors. No matter if you have a balcony, a modest courtyard or a full backyard — prepare to be 
inspired by these stunning outdoor room ideas!

1. Bifold doors & 
walls
Harness the power of the sun 
during the day, to light up your life 
at night. Nowadays, most outdoor 
lighting options offer a solar 
counterpart. Never underestimate 
the power of well-placed solar 
lights; even cost-effective garden 
lights found at department stores 
can mark pathways, light up pot 
plants or highlight steps in the 
ground level.

4. Outdoor living 
rooms
Huge advancements in textile 
technologies have resulted in 
outdoor furniture that offers the 
comforts of indoor living rooms, 
with the durability needed to 
withstand the natural elements. 
Take a look at the range of 
outdoor lounges and rugs 
nowadays and be blown away  
by the comfort of an outdoor 
lounge room?

6. Outdoor bathroom
This fast-growing home design 
trend has brought all traditionally 
indoor rooms out into the open; 
kitchens, lounge rooms and even 
bathrooms!

Take inspiration from eco-lodges 
and luxury resorts and create 
your own outdoor bathing oasis. 
This idea is perfect for private 
courtyards, bedroom balconies 
and unused land on the side of  
a house.

5. Sunken outdoor 
rooms
Having a stepped or sloped block 
can sometimes be tricky to work 
with. However, sunken rooms or 
conversation pits are an amazing 
silver lining for homes with uneven 
land.

Being low creates a sense of 
protection, intimacy and cosiness; 
a factor amplified by outdoor 
fire pits, which are a popular 
centrepiece for sunken rooms. 

2. Extended patio
If you'd still like your outdoor room 
connected to the rest of your 
home, an extended patio could 
offer you the best of both worlds. 

Space enough for cooking, dining 
and living areas, this option is 
weatherproof and protected, 
whilst still enjoying the fresh air.

3. Enclosed or  
open-air?
An enclosed room offers the ultimate protection from 
the outdoor elements. This option is handy for areas 
with harsh environmental conditions such as high wind 
regions, bush fire zones or flood prone land.

For homes in milder or more stable weather conditions, 
a garden pavilion allows a completely open area for 
breezes and sunshine to flow through at will. For this 
option, outdoor curtains can also provide light weather 
protection when needed.
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EFFORTLESSLY BOOST STREET APPEAL

From outdoor lounges, to garden 
pavilions, to open air bathrooms, 
traditionally indoor rooms 
are venturing into the Great 
Outdoors. No matter if you have 
a balcony, a modest courtyard or 
a full backyard -- prepare to be 
inspired by these stunning outdoor 
room ideas!

Front door
Just a door? Think again. 
Your front door is a symbol of 
welcoming, transporting you from 
the outside world into a personal 
space. Your front door should be 
a reflection of the home you love; 
each small choice can define your 
personal style.

Lighting
Nothings adds warmth quite like 
great lighting; a space is instantly 
transformed with the help of a 
soft glow. Look into different 
lighting options and decide 
what’s best for your home — and 
your budget. Lamps, downlights 
and spotlights offer permanent 
lighting that can be wired to 
your home. For temporary or 
lower budget options, consider 
fairy lights, festoon lights or solar 
garden lights.

Symmetry
When giving your front yard or 
entrance a makeover, consider 
the shape of your house. Would 
your front yard benefit from a 
symmetrical design? Or would it 
look better with a more casual, 
unbalanced layout? Matching 
your design to the structural 
layout of your home, before 
commencing any work, will ensure 
a stronger effect on the final 
outcome.

Plants
Front yards can be easily 
overlooked, yet it holds so much 
potential.  At the very least, it can 
soften the aesthetic of a home 
and provide a breath of life into 
an otherwise static environment. 
Choose what kind of garden 
would best suit your property 
and lifestyle. For instance, a 
manicured design will require more 
maintenance than a bedhead 
garden that you can let grow wild.

Patio
Your front patio should not be 
dead space; treat it as another 
living space. Make it inviting; add 
some lighting and plants to give 
it some life and texture. Choose 
plush seating with cushions, a 
porch swing or even a hammock, 
and hang some wind chimes or 
hanging pots to create sensory 
interest.

Windows and 
balconies
Your windows are like the ‘eyes’ 
of your home; add some style and 
flair to those peepers! Window sill 
gardens, new curtains and freshly 
painted or replaced shutters 
and frames can instantly lift the 
appearance of the house.

Balconies are also an intimate 
peek into how you live. If your 
balcony is full of clutter, ad hoc 
seating, clothes lines or HVAC 
units, it’s hardly a flattering look. 
Move these items to an unseen 
part of the home, or create a 
visual barrier so that it is invisible 

from the street. Outdoor seating, 
fairy lights and plants are all 
wonderful ways to dress up your 
front-facing balconies and add to 
your overall kerb appeal.

Driveway
Don’t forget that driveway; 
cracked cement, crumbling bricks 
or dirt stains can damage all that 
hard work that’s been put into 
everything else. For grubby paths 
and driveways, a simple pressure 
cleaning will help freshen it up. 
For actual damage or material 
deterioration, it might be time for 
repairs or a complete re-do.

Paint
A fresh lick of paint can do 
wonders. Just like turning up the 
brightness on your phone, a fresh 
paint job can give a healthy glow 
back to your house. Try to avoid 
colours that will age quickly or 
may be a passing trend; whilst you 
may love it now, a more timeless 
shade will future proof your 
project.

Front walls and gates
A front wall offers security, privacy 
and boosts the functionality of 
your front yard space. A stylish 
front wall offers higher property 
value, connected architectural 
aesthetics and boosts your street 
appeal immensely.

Your front wall or fence should 
be an extension of your home; 
ensure there is an aesthetic 
harmony between the two. For a 
statement, customise your wall to 
reflect your unique design style! 
Gates, for instance, are an easy 
way to add a personal touch to 
your wall or fence.

House facade
Big effort; big reward. This project 
is not one to undertake lightly, but 
boy does it boost street appeal! 
Raw materials such as concrete, 
stone and wood are all trending 
house facade options for 2018, 
and offer a timeless aesthetic.

Whilst surveying your house 
facade, take special note of 
the condition of gutters, eaves 
and down pipes. If they’re dirty, 
stained, broken or weathered, 
consider pressure cleaning or 
replacing them for a fresh look.
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FRONT GARDEN IDEAS

Front gardens are easy to overlook, but a forgotten front entrance can be detrimental to your street appeal. 
Give your home a little TLC with these transformative front yard ideas that'll make your property 'pop'!

Bedhead gardens
Sustainable, low maintenance 
and simply beautiful, gardens of 
ornamental and native grasses are 
exploding within landscaping right 
now. Frame your property with 
fluffy domes of foxtail, fountain 
grass, mondo grass and tussock 
and let the wild things grow!

Tiered or terraced 
front yard ideas
Have a sloped block? Tiered 
gardens are a gorgeous way of 
boosting the functionality of 
uneven land. 

This also gives you a greater 
level of control with your garden; 
each tier could encompass a 
different colour or theme, with 
water features or other decorative 
elements positioned within  
the design.

Front yard veggie 
patch
What better use of a largely 
unused piece of land, than to grow 
an edible garden? With the right 
front fence to protect it, growing 
vegetable patches, fruit trees and 
herb gardens will transform any 
wasted space into a resourceful 
powerhouse. Additionally, 
tending to the garden will make 
for a wonderful hobby for green 
thumbs or serve as an educational 
responsibility for kids!

Patio gardens
You got a patio? You got a 
garden! Even a front door step 
can be greened up a little; add 
potted plants, climbers, vertical 
gardens or hanging baskets to 
bring some life to your patio. 

Cacti and succulents
In terms of low maintenance, 
you just cannot beat a drought 
tolerant garden. Cacti and 
succulents are incredibly resilient, 
requiring very minimal attention. 
For young families and pet 
friendly homes, front yards are the 
perfect place for cacti, as they will 
be less accessible for little hands 
or paws!

Symmetrical garden 
design
If your house has a very 
symmetrical layout, a similarly 
designed garden is quite a striking 
front yard idea. Create a central 
pathway to the front door and 
choose between a mirror image 
design, or simply an evenly 
balanced layout.
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WHAT TYPE OF FRONT WALL WOULD 
BEST SUIT YOUR HOME?

Boost street appeal and create a truly finished look that will differentiate your house from all others with a 
sleek front wall for your property. Take a look at some popular front wall types and find the perfect front wall 
solution for your home!

Tall front wall 
If security or privacy is your highest priority, a tall 
boundary wall is the best option. Made of sturdy 
materials, they offer a safe perimeter and can 
transform an unused front yard into another living 
area! To look less foreboding, consider incorporating 
some design elements or garden beds to soften the 
aesthetic.

Hedges
Following on from the garden wall idea, hedges are 
a completely natural way to add a front fencing 
solution to your property. While this option takes a lot 
of time and maintenance, it is a beautiful feature that 
adds an air of prestige to the space. 

Picket fence
Owning a suburban block with a white picket fence is 
the Great Australian Dream for many homeowners. 
A warm and welcoming white picket fence is a 
traditional and relatively cost-effective option; 
however, their low durability will require ongoing 
maintenance and upkeep. 

Brick wall
Brick offers a solid structure that can be built high or 
tall, depending on the purpose of your wall. A naked 
brick finish will offer a classic look, while a rendered 
finish might suit a more contemporary home. 

Rock wall
A front wall can come in many shapes and sizes, 
and need not be a completely solid, freestanding 
structure. Stack large stones, and either fill the gaps 
with smaller stones or leave gaps open for a casual, 
informal entrance.

Minimalist wall 
In an age of minimalism, a clean, simple wall, with 
clean lines and colours, is perfect for the modern and 
contemporary home. Keep in mind that a very tall 
minimalist wall could create an uninviting ambience; 
soften with tall pot plants or garden beds in front of 
the wall.

Low wall 
If you’re hoping to create a property boundary, but 
privacy is of minimal concern, a low-levelled wall is an 
ideal choice. With this option, the front of your house 
will be proudly showcased to neighbours and visitors.

Green wall 
To create a lush and flowering front garden setting, 
climbing plants offer a vibrant option. Build a simple 
wall structure with climbing plants that blossom 
outwards! Popular climbers such as bougainvillea, 
wisteria and ivy are great space savers, producing a 
wall with a mass of beautiful foliage.

Remember that your living wall will require more 
upkeep; investigate how to properly look after your 
climbing plants and how they will look during  
each season. 
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WHAT TYPE OF FRONT WALL WOULD 
BEST SUIT YOUR HOME?

Modular wall 
This style of wall is particularly suited to those 
homeowners wanting to emulate a rendered 
aesthetic, without the massive cost or installation 
time of masonry. They can be further personalised 
to match your style preferences and performance 
requirements, and can be finished with paints, texture 
renders, tiling or cladding.

Outdoor lights
Lighting is also another option to lift the atmosphere, 
placing lamps or other exterior lighting that 
illuminates part of the wall at night. Install within the 
garden or into the wall itself!

Decorative screens
Decorative screens can be incorporated as a feature 
into a more solid wall structure, or used on their own, 
combining unique metalwork with laser cut designs 
and dramatic back-lighting.

Gates
Gates can add a sense of security, whilst also creating 
visual interest. For modern homes, solid or slatted 
gates offer structure and lineal texture, while more 
classical homes can make use of more decorative 
gate designs.
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